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PREFACE. 



If the pure light of Truth may be expected to 
shine with increasing lustre, from the blending 
rays of many and various minds, no apology is 
needed for an attempt to promote a spirit of 
calm, patient, and deliberate enquiry into the 
principles of Scripture. In the midst of much 
that is distressing, there is also much to encou- 
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rage the delightful hope tljfat a brighter aera 
already begins to dawn. Christian spirits are 
no longer rare. May their number be increased 
as the sand upon the sea-shore ! May the di- 
vine religion of Jesus prevail in every land ! 
*^ Alleluia ! For the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth !" " The wind and storm fulfil His 
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Word." " He hath set His king upon His 
holy hill of Zion. He shall give Him the 
heathen for His inheritance, and the utmost 
parts of the earth for his possession." " He 
will turn to the people a pure language, that 
they may all call upon the name of the Lord, 
to serve Him with one consent." " Alleluia ! 
salvation, and glory, and honour, and power 
unto the Lord our God." 



Present us, Lord, in alJ our doings, with thy 
most gracious favour, and further us with thy con- 
tinual help ; that in all our works begun, continued, 
a»d ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy name ; 
and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation : but deliver us from evil : for 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



SERMON I. 



THE PRINCIPLES OF EPISCOPACY 

COiMPABED WITH SCRIPTURE. 

A SERMON PREACHED IN SIDHOUTH CHURCH, ON 
SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 1834. 



SERMON I. 



1 Cor. XIV. 33. 

God is not the author of confusion, btU of peace, 
as in all churches of the saints. 

The mode of instruction employed by the 
Almighty in His Word is strongly marked by 
the character of trial. Certain general princi- 
ples of eternal truth are laid down, certain 
rules given, and men are left to infer the 
mind of the Spirit from the whole. All'then, 
but more especially they who undertake to in- 
struct others, are bound to search the Scrip- 
tures carefully, to compare them attentively, 
and to conclude honestly, as in the sight of 
God, remembering the solemn account which 
each must give for himself. 

B 



2 THB PRINCIPLES OF EPISCOPACY 

Now our spirits are so framed as to derive, 
under divine grace, their most powerful impres- 
sions from self-conviction, from an internal con- 
sciousness and acknowledgment of truth, arising 
from a series of arguments all bearing on the 
same point. Let us penetrate the recesses of our 
breasts, and study the operation of our renewed 
spirits, that we may the more readily yield to 
their motions : let us compare all with the holy 
Word of God, and trace there and in ourselves 
each genuine feature of that state of spiritual 
perfection, intellectual and moral, in which 
man was first formed, and to which we all may 
be restored through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Let us diligently cultivate the inductive prin- 
ciple of mind, for mind is the energy of the 
spirit, and it will lead us, under the divine bless- 
ing, by innumerable paths in the contemplation 
of all things, up to the eternal source from 
which all things incessantly flow. 

Let us now, with all sincerity of purpose in 
the investigation of truth, search the Scriptures, 
both of the Old and New Testaments, and 
apply the process of induction with reference 
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to the principles of Episcopacy ;* and let each 
compare them for himself with the eternal 
principle, — ^that " Grod is not the author of con- 
fusion, but of peace, in all churches of the 
saints." 

The principles of Episcopacy are, firstly, 
Ordination ;^ — the settii^ apart of a succession 
of persons exclusively to the office of public 
preaching, and ministering the sacraments in 
the congregation. 

Secjondly, Unity ; — agreement in faith, order, 
and discipline. 

And thirdly. Subordination ;'—^pigcopal and 
pastoral authority in some, and holy obedience 
in others. 

And firstly, of Ordination ; — ^the setting apart 
of a succession of persons exclusively to the 
office of public preaching, and ministering the 
sacraments in the congregation. 

So little is told us of the preceding periods, 
that we will commence our inquiry with the 
records of the history of the Hebrews. The 
circumstances of that history, detailed as they 

• Appendix A. 
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4 THE PRIN0IPLB8 OF EPISCOPACY 

are in an unerring manner by writers divinely 
inspired, the institutions of Almighty God 
among His chosen people Israel, and His deal- 
ings with them, will ever furnish, when soberly 
applied, one of the safest guides to those, who 
desire humbly to follow the guidance of divine 
wisdom, and who read with awful fear the 
judgments of God's righteous displeasure. We 
are taught, moreover, expressly, throughout the 
New Testament, to reason from things under 
the Mosaic dispensation to corresponding things 
under the Christian dispensation. It is thus 
&U Paul argues upon this very matter: *' No 
man taketh this honour unto himself, but he 
that is called of God, as was Aaron. So also 
Christ glorified not himself to be made an high- 
priest, but he that said unto him, Thou art my 
Son, to-day have I begotten thee." 

Now Almighty God appointed, among the 
Hebrews, a succession of persons in every gene- 
ration to the office of reading and expounding 
His Word, and of ministering in holy things. 
The method of setting them apart to Himself, 
which in His wisdom He then chose, was 
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by birth : all tlie desceadants of Aaron, tliat 
were without blemish, were to be priests be- 
fore Him ; all the children of Levi were to be 
attendants u])on the priests. We are not in any 
case toinquireintothecauses of the Divine pro- 
ceedings, except so far as they may be stated 
in Scripture ; it is needless to give leasons for 
them, except so far as they are supplied by 
Scripture. God is infinite in wisdom, and all 
His appointments are wisest and best. It is 
ever enough for man to learn what His \v\i\ is ; 
it is hie duty then implicitly to obey it. Let. 
as feM to argue with our Maker ; let us trem- 
ble to transgress His commandments. 

" Now Korah of the race of Levi, and Da- 
than and Abiram of the race of Reuben, with 
certain of the children of Israel, two huudred 
and hfty princes of the assembly, famous in the 
congregation, men of renown, gathered tlieni- 
■selves together against Moses and gainst 
Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much 
upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, 
every one of them, and the Lord is among 
them; wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above 
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the congregation of the Lord." Tb0y changed 
the priests with pride, as if they had lifted 
up themselves above the congregation, whereas 
it was the Lord'^ appointment. They argued 
firom a single declaration of God, (a declara- 
tion which ^' the lips of the priests, who should 
keep knowledge," could haye easily explained*) 
in direct opposition to a multitude of others. 
It is written in the nineteenth chapter of Exo- 
dus, *^ Thus shalt thou say to the house of 
Jacob, and tell the children of Israel, Ye shall 
be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 
nation." And so every Hebrew was a priest 
in one sense, inasmuch as aU were called fre- 
quently to offer certain sacrifices to Grod ; and 
all were holy in respect of the rest of man- 
kind. 

But while Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, and 
their followers, thus charged the priests with 
pride, and argued from a single perverted pas* 
sage of the Word of the Lord,, the inspired 
vmter of the 106th Psalm tells us. that the feel- 
ing of their hearts was envy of the priesthood ; 
" They envied Aaron, the saint of the Lord.". 



;Moses appealed unto God, and he answered 
by an immediate visitation of his power. 

Whether or not it be a sin to intrude upon 

the sacred order of" the ministry, by the direct 

violation of any mode of appointment instituted 

a God's Word ; whether it be a light sin or 

I Hot, hear ye, and then judge; for ask of every 

I nation under heaven, from one end of the earth 

I ■even to the other, — Heard ye ever such a thing 

fis the Lord did on that day before the asaem- 

1 bled people of Israel? When Moses had made 

1 end of speaking, " the ground clave asunder 

that was under them, and the earth swallowed 

them up, and their houses, and all the men 

that appertained unto Korah," He and all his 

adherents, and all that united with them. 

"They, and all that appertained to them, (their 

wives and their little ones,) went down alive 

into the pit, and the earth closed upon them, 

■ and they perished from among the congrega- 

I tion." " And there came out a fire from the 

' Lord, and consumed the two hundred and fifty 

1 ;" the princes of the assembly, that were 

r famous in the congregation, and men of re- 
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nown. He that hath ears to heat, let him hear; 
for the Lord our God is a mighty God, and 
'Herrible in hia d(»ng towards the children 
of men." 

His judgments are worthy to be had in re- 
membrance, and to be feared. If in His wis* 
dom He does not see fit, under the Christian 
dispensation, ordinarily to visit the transgres- 
sors of His holy commandments with any visi- 
ble effects of His sore displeasure, '^ 6ehold> 
the Lord cometh with ten thousand of His 
saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to 
convince all that are ungodly among them of 
all their ungodly deeds, which they have un- 
godly committed, and of all their hard speeches,^ 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against 
Him. These are murmurers, complainers, walk- 
ing after their own lusts; and their mouth 
speaketh great swelling words, having men's 
persons in admiration because of advantage." 

There is an eternal state of existence impend-" 
ing ; and they, who delight in scoffing against 
God, against His word; His day, and His laws 
will answer at the bar of irreversible judgment. 



COHPAVBD iriTB 'SCItlimTRB. 9 

'■'When Saul offered a bumt-offerin^ in a maii- 
r contrary to the institutions of God, then 
muel said unto him, " Thou hast done fool- 
Aly ; thou hast not kept the eoinmandments 
F the Lord thy God, which he commanded 

e; thy kingdom shall not continue," 
'"When Uzziah "transgressed against the Lord 
lis God, and went into the temple of the Lord, 
k bum incense uiran the altar of incense, Aza- 
ih, the priest, went in after him, and with him 
icore priests of the Lord, that were valiant 
, (Buch are the words of the inspired his- 
toian,) piieats of the Lord, that were valiant 
—men of firm and determined chai-acter, 
in moral courage, fearing Got! and not 
' man, warning all, on the right hand and on tiie 
left, of the consequences of error. " And they 
withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him. It 
appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to bum in- 
cense unto the Lord, but to the priests, the sons 
of Aaroa, that are consecrated to burn incense. 
Go out of the sanctuary, for thou hast trespassed ; 
neither shall it be for thine honour from the 
Lord God. Then Uzziah was wroth, and had 
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a censer in his hand la bum ineenae; and wliile 
he was wroth with the piiests, the leprosy even 
rose up in his fordieady before the prieata in the 
house of the Lord. And Azariah, the chief priest, 
and all the priests thrust him out from thence ; 
yea, himself also hasted to go ont, because the 
Lord had smitten him. And Uzziahythe king, 
was a leper unto the day of his death." 

We find then, by searching the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament, that Ahoughty God set 
apart exclusiyely to His own immediate ser* 
yice a succession of men among the Hebrews 
in every generation ; and that for nearly fifteen 
hundred years, He ever yisited any intrusion 
upon their sacred office with immediate marks 
of His displeasure. They, that are wise, will 
ponder these things; Uiey will cotmdeat the 
doings of God of old time, and will learn jndg* 
ment. 

We will now search the Scriptures of the 
New Testament with reference to this first and 
leading principle of Episcopacy, namely, Ordi* 
nation to the ministry of God's Word and 
Sacraments ; — ^the setting apart, in every gene- 
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Mtion, a succession of men exclusively to the 
office of public preachiag, and ministering the 
sacraments in the congregation. 

Now when Jesus Christ was Himself upon 
earth, did He equally commission all who heard 
Him, and were convinced of the truth of His 
doctrines, to preach to others? or did He ap- 
point certain persons exclusively to that office .' 
The inspired historians inform us that He chose 
twelve apostles, and afterwards sent forth se- 
venty disciples to preach the gospel of the 
kingdom of God. He, who was infinite in wis- 
dom, thus set the example, and established 
for ever to his church the principle of the set- 
ting apart of certain persons exclusively to the 
office of preaching his gospel. A principle, 
which history has proved to be essentially ne- 
cessary to agreement and social union among 
Christians ; the opposite principle, that of a 
right in all to take upon themselves at pleasure, 
for a season or otherwise, the office of public 
preaching in the congregation, tending directly 
to the consequence of each man being a chui'cJi 
to himself. 
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History has just been referred to, but not to 
establish any fundamental doctrine of Christi- 
auity ; to do this we must refer to tUe Word 
of God alone : for such ia the nature of the 
human mind, so incapable of any self-discern- 
ment of truth, so impressible by the arts of 
rhetoric, by appeals to prejudice, and by argu- 
ments founded upon circumstances unsupported 
by general principles, that very plausible, nay, 
to the many, equally convincing ai^uments may 
easily be brought forward from history on both 
sides of many questions of the greatest im- 
portance. Such, too, is the force of early im- 
pressions, such the effect of our habitual modes 
of viewing subjects, of thinking and arguing 
upon them, that the ablest divines, those of 
the most highly gifted and best stored mind3> 
will ever be the first to maintain, that in all 
religious questions our security from error de- 
pends entirely, when convinced that the Bible 
is a revelation from God, upon our receiving it 
with all lowliness of mind, and with the doci- 
lity of little children. 

To proceed with our inquiry into the doctrine 
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of Scripture relatiye to the ministry erf God's 
Word ; — what was the practice^ and what were 
the precepts of the apostles of Jesus Christ, 
those sent forth by Him to preach the gospel to 
all nations, and to establish his church amcmg 
them ? They set apart, by the imposition of 
hands, certain persons exclusively to the of- 
fice of public preaching, and ministering the 
sac^sunents in the congregation. And this 
power of ordination to the ministry was con- 
ferred by them on certain persons as their suc- 
cessoi-s, under the ordinary influen<je of the 
Holy Spirit. St. Paul writes to Titus, « For 
this cause left I thee in Grete> that thou 
shouldest set in order the things that are want- 
ii^, and ordain elders in every city, as I had 
appointed thee." To Timothy, entrusted with 
episcopal power at Ephesus, he says, '^The 
things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also.*' 
. That there has been, in the apostolical church 
of Christ, an uninterrupted succession of per- 
sons discharging the same office in every age. 
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from the days of Timothy and Titus to our own^ 
is an historical fact placed beyond dispute. 
We have thus seen that the first great and 
leading principle of Episcopacy, namely, ordi- 
nation to the ministry of God's Word, the 
setting apart of certain persons exclusively to the 
office of public preaching and ministering the 
sacraments in the congregation, is firmly esta- 
blished upon the sure testimony of the Word of 
God. The method instituted by Almighty God 
Himself, in the Old Testament, was by heredi- 
tury descent, and confined to His chosen people 
Israel. The method used and prescribed by the 
apostles of Jesus Christ, under the full inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, was by imposition of 
hands, and succession of persons^ to be con- 
tinued among all nations, and throughout all. 
generations, to the end of time. An easy me- 
thod, a simple commandment ; but the sim- 
plicity of a commandment is ever the hardest 
trial of the peiTerse spirit of man.* 

The second principle of Episcopacy is Unity ; 
— agreement in faith, order, and discipline. That 

• Appendix B. 
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i prevailed under the Mosaic dispensation, 

n to a burdensome extent, shall be taken at 

ice as granted. The extreme minuteness ol' 

e Jewish institutions was directed, indeed, to 

e wisest purposes j but it is unnecessary here 

I consider them. With what conscientious, 

devoted, and honourable, although for the last 

eighteen centuries mistaken, fidelity the He- 

Ktaews, have ever adhered to the faith, order, 

nd discipline of their ancestors, the page of 

istory abundantly proves, 

c In searching the Scriptures of the NewTes- 

Bient upon this point, no one can fail to 

Stice those lively metaphors, by which Jesus 

Ihrist and His apostles teach the importance 

of perfect unity among all faithful Christians. 

[t is thus that our Saviour represents Himself 

8B the vine, His disciples as the branches: now 

1 the branches of the same tree, however they 

tay differ in size and form, present a perfect 

asemblance in their leaves and tWit. It i» 

Ibus again that He represents Himself as the 

iiepherd, and the disciples, all, in evei-y age, 

f divers nations and tongues, who learn of 
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Him, as the flock, bearing His voice ^md follow- 
ing in His steps. Then He prophedcaily de^ 
Clares, what in iQod's good time shall be aeen^ 
that ^' there shall be one flock,* under one shep^ 
herd." It is thus also that St Paid speaks 
so often of the church as the bodj of Gfarist 
In writing to the Corinthians he warns them, 
by several arguments drawn from this, against 
the divisions, disorder, and irregularity which 
some, preaching in the name of Christ, but err* 
ing from the faith, had given rise to among 
them. Another frequent metaphor used by 
several of the apostles, is that by which alt 
true Christians are represented as forming to^ 
getber a holy temple of the Lord* Not that 
this fundamental doctrine of Christianity rests 
upon metaphors only; although these meta* 
ph(^s, in common with the other metaphors of 
Scripture, are so divinely chosen and so clearly 
expressed, as to convey more striking ideas to 
the mind than any other mode of expression. 
There is no one principle on which greater 

• "Fold" is a misprint running through almost every edition 
of the authoriaed yeraion. 




Kss is laid, or which is more frequently in- 
" culcated throughout the whole of the New 
Testament than unity ; — agreement in faitli, 
order, and discipline, St, Paul exhorts the 
Ephesians to endeavour to " keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace ;" seeing that 
" there is one body, and one spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
■ithjone baptism," To the Corinthians he says, 
Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name 
rour Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
lae thing, and that there be no divisions 
ing you ; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind, and in the same 
judgment. For it hath been declared unto me 
of you, my brethren, that there are conten- 
tions among you." Without making any mure 
auotationE, it may be enough to state geoe- 
By, that there is scarcely a single Epistle, in 
ich there are not exhortations to unity -, 
cement in faith, order, and discipline ; — for 
lat such agreement is included in what is so 
1 termed, " the obedience of faith," and 
■obedient to the faith," plainly follows from 
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the Icmguage of the apostles. St. Paul, after 
having expressed the most lively satisfaction 
at hearing of the faith, and love, and obedience 
of the Colossians, after having uttered the most 
fervent prayers, that they might be " filled with 
the knowledge of the will of God, in all wis- 
dom aiid spiritual understanding; that they 
might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleas- 
ing," then further says : " For though I be 
absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in the 
Spirit, joying and beholding your order and 
the steadfastness of your faith in Christ." 
Compare again one of the purposes for which 
St. Paul says he left Titus at Crete : " For 
this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 
j»houldest set in order the things that are want- 
ing," with the approbation he expresses of 
those among the Corinthians who continued 
faithful and steadfast : " Now I praise you, 
brethren, that ye remember me in all things, 
and keep the ordinances as I delivered them to 
you." The conclusion from these, and the 
whole of the foregoing passages, is this, that 
th^ apostles instituted themselves, or occa- 
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sicmed others to institute, certain forms of 
decent order and salutary discipline, to be 
universally observed by the church of Christ. 

That soundness of faith and holiness of life 
are all in all in religion, no one can doubt ; but 
the important question still remains: do the 
apostles of Jesus Christ, (I pass by the eighteen 
centuries that have elapsed, as not in the least 
affecting the question ; the will of God, once de^- 
clared, remains the same for ever,) do then, I 
ask, the inspired apostles of Jesus Christ teach 
that the universal observance, among all 
who name the name of Christ, . of one settled 
form of decent order and salutary discipline, 
would be, under the Divine blessing, directly 
instrumental in producing soundness pf faith 
and holiness of life, and that scinsm, division, 
disorder^ and irregularity would be equally un^ 
favourable to Christian faith a,nd Christian 
practice ? 

The direct exhortations and precepts that 
have been already quoted, can surely leave no 
doubt as to the reply. It is in the same spirit 
that St. Paul writes to the Romans, ^^ I be- 
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deech yoU| brethren, mark them which cause 
divisioos and disorders* among you, contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them/' Observe again how he charges 
the Thessajionians : ^* We exhort you, brethren, 
warn them that are unruly." To Titus he 
says, '^ There are many unruly and vain 
talkers, whose mouths must be stopped :'* for 
which purpose he exhorts him '* to rebuke 
them sharply/' 

It is thus, too, that he reminds his Quis- 
tian converts (whom he had before called ^' his 
hope, his joy, his crown of rejoicing;" for the 
conversion of sinners to God was the business 
of his life, the incentive and object of his 
labours) of his own conduct among them : ^^ We 
behaved not ourselves disorderly among you." 
The blessed apostle could appeal in this, as in 
other respects, to his own example, as illus^ 
trating the doctrines which he preached. There 
was nothing in his conduct or sentiments to 
give rise to that bitter zeal, love of contention 

* He connects the two, one being the inevitable consequence 
of the other. 
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and disputation, which are so strongly con- 
demned every where in Scripture; therefore 
" his word was with power." The fruit of 
righteousness was largely sown by him in 
pecu^e; for the Spirit of God loves ever to dwell 
with those that are of a quiet spirit, and works 
with those that love peace. " The words of 
wise men are heard in quiet, more than the cry 
of him that ruleth among fools." 

Nor are those passages less striking and 
conclusive, in which the apostles describe the 
eflTects that followed in their own days, and 
which they prophetically declare ever would 
follow schism, division, disorder, and dis{)U- 
tation. '^ If ye bite and devour one another, 
take heed that ye be not consumed one of 
another/* " Be not many teachers, knowing 
that we shall receive the greater condemna- 
tion." '* If ye have bitter envying and strife 
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against 
the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from 
above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For 
where envying and strife is, there is confu- 
sion and every evil work," " Ye are yet car- 
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nal; for whereas there is among you envying 
and strife, cmd divisions, are ye not carnal and 
walk as menV 

Men cannot foresee the ultimate consequences 
of their own proceedings. Many false teachers, 
with their deluded followers, become thoroughly • 
possessed by errors, which would have appeared, 
at first monstrous to them. What Solomon 
says of strife may be said of evil generally, 
" The beginning is as when one letteth out 
water.'* 

With all that has been stated befo^ them, 
the letter and spirit of which is in perfect 
harmony with revelation throughout, and with 
the whole economy of the Divine government, 
it may well seem surprising, that any who truly 
revere the Scriptures, should have been found 
employing the utmost efforts of their minds in 
support of schism, division, irregularity, and 
disorder. But let none be thereby shaken, 
either in their faith as Christians, or their prin- 
ciples as Episcopalians ; for it is prophetically 
declared that these things should be : " There 
must be also heresies among you, that they 
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which are approved may be made manifest 
among you ;" manifest especially by the spirit 
of love, as well as of power and of a sound 
mind ; therefore we pray for our enemies, per- 
secutors, and slanderers : ^^ being reviled, we 
bless ; being defamed, we entreat ;" being at- 
tacked on all sides with hostile virulence and 
degrading rancour, we labour and pray for 
peace. I write not these things to shame any ; 
but I warn all my brethren in the Lord, ^^ faith- 
ful and beloved, partakers of the benefit," to 
beware lest they should be found in league 
with the enemies of God ; in some things con-* 
tending against Truth, and in others grieving 
the Spirit. 

To heal the divisions which have so long dis- 
tracted the church of Christ; to make all that 
name His holy and blessed name of one mind, 
of one heart, and of one spirit ; to restore uni- 
versally among Christians that unity, that 
agreement in faith, decent order, and salutary 
discipline, instituted as we have seen by the. 
apostles, must surely be felt at once by all to 
be '^with man impossible." Let, then, the 
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great and the good of every name and denomi- 
nation^ yea, let all who have faith in the Scrip- 
tures, and who acknowledge the importance in 
every point of view, and blessedness of such an 
union, unite in prayer to Him who alone maketh 
men to be of one mind. " With God all things 
are possible." 

Tlie prayer of Jesus was heard: "Neither 
pray I for these alone, but for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word ; that 
they all may be one ; as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee ; that they also may be one 
in us ; that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me. And the glory which thou hast 
given me, I have given them ; that they may 
be one, even as we are one ; I in them, and 

thou in me ; that they may be made perfect in 

# 

one, and that the world may know that thou 
hast sent me, and hast loved them as thou hast 
loved me." 

The prayer of Jesus was heard : the prayer of 
Jesus and of His believing disciples shall, in 
God's good time, be answered. 

The third principle of Episcopacy is Subor- 
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dination. — The laity are to sabmit them^lves, 
in things ecclesiastical, to their pastors; the 
clergy of each ascending rank obey the direc-. 
tions given to them by their respective bishops ; 
the bishops again are in subjection to the arch- 
bishopsy who in all things ascertained, upon 
examination of Scripture, to be lawful to Chrisr 
tian men, are " subject unto the higher powers, 
for there is no power but of God ; the powers 
that be are ordained of God." What is the 
principle of Scripture? " Obey them that have 
the rule over you, and submit yourselves, for 
they watch for your souls/' That spiritual au- 
thority is here intended, is proved by the reason 
giveUj " For they watch for your souls," Now 
that some may rule, there must be others to 
obey; but no man owes obedience to any in 
matters of faith, for " Holy Scripture contain^ 
eth all things necessary to salvation; so that 
whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thei'eby, is not to be required of any 
man, that it should be believed as an article of 
the faith, or be thought requisite or necessary 
to salvation." (Art. vi.) 

c 
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What then are those points,^ in which the in- 
spired apostle here commands all Christi^ixiB to 
submit themselves to their spiritual paat^rs, 
who watch for their souls. They are all such 
points of government, order, and discipline, as 
are not merely not contradictory to the words 
and sense of Scripture, but are cleajrly agree- 
able to the letter and spirit thereof throughout. 
The very notions of pastoral authority in some, 
and corresponding obedience in others, are bow^ 
ever rejected by many. The pride of IjiMinan 
nature, which is necessarily opposed to the 
spirit of submission, is listened to, rather than 
the Word of God. Such passages as the one 
already quoted, " Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and submit yourselves ; for they 
watch for your souls ;'' and the following, *' Re^ 
member them that have the rule over you, 
who have spoken unto you the word of God ;" 
" Salute all them that have the rule over you,** 
v^ith very many others, supporting the same 
principles, are totally disregarded : for where 
noije obey, how can any rule? And how can 
any obey, where all esteem themselves to 
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have eqiial right t6 teach, to judge, and to 
dfedide.V '^ ' 

Pai^tOral authority, and cotrespondlng sub- 
mission; ruling m some, and obedience in 
others; Christian ordinances' and discipline,^ 
are things supposed; fecogniied, and directed 
eV^ry^herfe in Scripture. 

Some restraints upon individuals are nece&- 
sai*y for the public good, in things ecclesiastical 
as' well' as civil; Civil liberty is not lawless 
anarchy. It is the protection of all from the 
passions t)f edch other * it is the preservation of 
those ciai^ses, into which human society must 
necessarily be divided, from collision and mu- 
tual hostility. Spiritual liberty is establishied 
and protected by the solemn recognition and 
preference of those scriptural principles of ordi- 
nation, unity, and subordination, wbich can 
alone (huinanly speaking) protect the cburch 
of Christ from thd errors of individuals. '* Spi- 
ritual powe* is a power exerted by spirit on 
spirit ; it is that display of higher degrees of 
Divine energy in some, their sense of which 
others feel a pleasure in testifying, by a willing 

c 2 
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acknowledgment. For the true foundation bf 
authority in any, is precisely that which i6 the 
spring of all authority among created spirits ; 
it can arise only from superior degrees of ho- 
liness and of wisdom. God is possessed of 
these in an infinite degree ; and He reigns su- 
preme by the manifestation of them, rather thab 
by His infinite power. 

Spirits cannot, will not cheerfiiUy yield ex- 
cept to spirits of a higher order. Such is the 
law of this kind ; such is the eternal prin- 
ciple of heaven. Great then, and noble is the 
strife, to which the bishops and curates of the 
Episcopal churches of Christ, their rulers and 
their faithful ministers, of every rank, are call- 
ed — " To covet earnestly the best gifts," for the 
Lord's sake, for the honour of His name, and 
the welfare of their fellow-men ; to be the first 
in true piety, holy wisdom, and sound learning; 
" to excel to the edifying the church ;" " to 
shine as lights in the world, holding forth the 
word of life, blameless and harmless ; the sons 
of God without rebuke, in the inidst of a 
crooked and perverse generation :" behold the 
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only way in which they can maintain and ex- 
ercise a just and ssdutary authority. 

Let all then to whom the Lord hath been 
gracious, all who love the Episcopal Church of 
England, as the mother-church of their own 
souls,; let all, who, though not of her, are not 
against her, unite with us in prayer, that her 
ministers may be decked with righteousness, 
and her saints sing with joy. So shall union 
in prayer and in spirit at length render pur 
union in all things complete; so shall this great 
public blessing be . granted to the public 
prayer.* ^' Ephraim shall ^ot envy Judah, 
and Judah shall not. vex Ephraim/^ '' In the 
najne of our God we will set up our banners," 
and so will ** the. Lord fulfil all our potions." 

The lesson of subordination is taught us by 
the hand of pur God upon us, in all the circum- 
stances in which He has. placed us. Nature 
Reaches the son to look up to his father; and as 
one generatioi^ succeeds another, he in turn ex-^ 
ercises paternal authority over his children. 
Thus it is in families — thus it is also in na- 

* Appendix C. 



30 TEE 79iii0[9f.Bs* t^ (KwmooaMonc 

ti&as, which airefa collectioaritfiliBUPPtiiitft^:^ 
national polity camiot subsMit wkbc^qj^iMbdidir 
nation* 
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Nor doe$ the aailiiie.of the chvxeh of Ohmt, 
as traced in the New Testamoit^ proseati^aiiy 
unseemly Contrast to that order > which- has 
reigned, and for erer shall rfiga, duouj^iaiit 
the whole empire of QoA. If all the^ precepts 
of Scripture, relative to the goreismetit and 
discipline of the church, wore exactly Ibllowed, 
then would the Tisible things of the church > be 
*' true patterns of things in the heavens ;". for 
'* the invisible things of Ood/' even His love 
of order, and His design of authority in some, 
and submission in others, are as ** clearly se^i, 
being understood,'^^ by the oonstttutioiis et His 
providence as are ^* His etaiial power and God- 
hdieid, by the things that are made/^ 

^^ God is not the author of ccxifiinon^ but of 
peace.'* The church on earth, in its best es- 
tate, will be the lively imag^ of what has been, 
is now, and ever shall be, among all holy and 
Obedient spirits. There is order and subctdt- 
nation in heaven. God reigns supreme. The 
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hangels and rulers in heavenly places, " rule 
ith diligence," each in their station, " as 
mowing whom they serve." The hosts be- 
neath them obey with cheerful humility, in their 
gradations, as unto the appointment of Infinite 
Goodness and Infinite Wisdom. When " the 
kingdom of God comes in power ;" when " the 
Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard 
against the enemy coming in like a flood ;" 
when Christianity attains, as it shall attain, its 
ripeness and perfection ; when it is seen, as it 
diall be seen, in all its fair order and perfect 
harmony, then shall the spirits that are on 
earth, form one kingdom with the spirits that 
are in bearen. 

" According to His good pleasure, which He 
ith purposed in Himself; that in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times, He might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in 
The pride of human nature will be sub- 
led ; " no one will think ofhimaelf more highly 
in he ought to think ;" each will faithfully oc- 
ipy his appointed station; each will rejoice 
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according to his measure ; each feeling his own 
insufficiency to the task, will gratefully ac- 
knowledge the Infinite Wisdom which placed 
him in that ordained post for which he was ex- 
actly fitted. 

To God, only wise, the Father of lights, the 
Inspirer of every true and holy thought, who 
gives to each severally as He willeth ; who 
alone enables to the right use of every faculty; 
in whose name is strength ; to God the Father, 
Son, and Holy G^ost, be all honour, all glory, 
might, majesty, power, aiid dominion, for ever 
and ever. Arnen^ 
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mis it principle iaci^ated by Divine wisdon). Tlie 
l^xtpoint neceasarily involved in it is, in wlioni does 
e power of ordination lay ? God alone can decide 
II every case upon uprightness of motives, sincerity 
if iolentions, and laborious conscientiousnesB of en- 
ivours to attain a rigLt judgment in all tilings ; 
t, upon a most careful iuveatigatioa of the holy 
Kiepords of truth, it does appear to me that the power 
■ ^ ordination to the ministry was conferred by the 
sostles of Jesu9 Christ, wiio had his Spirit and his 
laind, upon that line of bishops which has been con- 
hjnued from them to the present time. The question 
)0w arises, can circumstances ever justify any in 
iolating this positive institution of God ? 1 have 
gia hesitation in replying, yes. If a nation, wherein 
■WB branch of the Episcopal church of Christ is esta- 
blished, does not enable tljat church to afford ac- 
commodation for public worship, and to extend 
adequate pastoral care to all, but leaves vast masses 
»f tJie population in all respects unprovided, a case 
need of spiritual food, precisely analogous 
t^p that need of natural food which our Ldrd teacher 
19 justiiied David and his followers in violating the 
^sitive institution of the Sabbath. Such a nation 
lund to supply the need, for the positive instilu- 
s of Almighty God have too much awful autho- 
jty, and too much divine wisdom, ever to belong 
liriolated with impunity. If no longer vindicated, as 
rt)Bg the Hebrews, by immediate punishment, yet 
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the national consequences of titm oeglecC wiU: at 
length become so obviovs and so alaming tovall 
reflecting minds, as to give rise to the etrongest 
anxiety for their sacred obsenrance in ril res^^eots^i^ 
Episcopalians su{^K>rt the word of God us optMHution- 
to appeab to man, and to arguments fonoded opon 
circumstances; they support (»rdinationi as opposed 
to lay preaching ; the duty of unity, as opposed to 
the lawfulness of division ; and subordinatioDy ia all 
and through aU, in opposition to independent con- 
gregatioosy each ruHng its minister* He who judges 
without knowledge is> not wise ; he who judgee has- 
tily is liable to error; he who judges perversely^ 
from a corrupt mind, i» in danger of hdl fire. 
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*' So shall union in prayer and vn spirit at length 
render our union in all thirds complete ; so shall 
this great public blessing be granted in omMwer 
to the public prayer,'^ 

Who would not have a part in bringing about so 
happy an event? Let the prayers of all that love 
the Xiord ascend^ through him, in grateful harmony 



»our Father, which is in heaven, that His kingdom 
Btj come in the hearts of men, and that His will 
IBV be done on earth as it is in heaven. Let them 
ray for the peace-makers, for ail that labour in the 
tJy and blessed work of promoting " glory to God 
tlie highest, and on earth peace, g:ood will 
Mongst men." What we fervently pray for, that 
6 soon begin heartily to desire. Thus, then, by 
we shaJl learn to look forward with faith to 
e of the glory of the church of Christ ; when 
e shall pnt on her beautiful garments, and become 
e praise of the whole earth ; when, having perhaps 
■first spread universally among us, she shall gradu- 
ally embrace all nations within her fold. 

Almighty God, look down with pity upon ihy 

r people that prayeth. We are not worthy of the least 
if thy mercies. We have resisted thy will, and our 
s have prevailed against us. Thou art in heaven, 
iod we are upon earth. We humbly adore thy wis- 
, for thou hast done all things well. The times 
tnd the seasons are in thine hands; and thou wilt 
g to pass the tiling which pleaseth thee. If we 
ask according ta thy will, thou hearest us. Strength- 
en all that labour in the word and doctrine; fill tlieir 
minds with thy word, which is truth, and their hearts 
with tliy Spirit, which is love, that througli thee 
they may make peace. Fill all our hearts with love 
;e, that loving thee we may love each other 
Make us one in thee ; as thou , Fatber, art in 
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Jesus, and he in thee; that the wor)d may belieye 
that thou didst send him, IVirn to die peopte a 
pure language, thi^ they may all call upon the name 
of the I/>rd, to serve him with one consent, that 
there may be one flock under one nhepherd,^ Jesus 
Christ the righteous : to whom, with thee, O Father, 
and thee, O Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. , 5 



All honeat lovers of truth will distinguish what 
•they consider to be true in the above inquiry ; i. e. 
what they consider to be according to Scripture, 
from wh^t seems to them otherwise. Let those who 
endeavour to discover and establish truth, state their 
.objections to the three principles of Episcopacy; 
let them show the fallacy of the Scriptural argu- 
ments by which I have endeavoured to support 
them ; let them distinctly state their own principles, 
.prove them from Scripture, and show that the ever- 
lasting church of Christ was established upon those 
principles, and has been supported by theiQ from the 
days of the apostles until the present time ; let them 
remember, what I desire to dp, that 'Mt is an honour 
j(br a man to cease from strife, but every fool will be 
meddling." Supposing the principles of Episcopacy 



APPENDIX. 39 

admitted, I pray them then to forgive the lesser 
erFors which they may detect in these pages, and in 
pireferetice to my mode of thinking and argument, 
to follow up the trains of thought and argument 
suggested by their own minds. 

Ob, for that happy period, when all that acknow- 
ledge one common hope in the blood and righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ, reconciled by him to their hea- 
venly Father, shall at length be truly reconciled in 
and by him, to each other also ; and shall feel the 
duty and the wisdom of adding to one faith one 
form of }\oly order, even that which is traced out in 
Scripture. 
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THE TESTIMONY OF SCRIPTURE 

UPON SOME 

ELEMENTARY DOCTRINES OF REVEALED 

RELIGION. 

A SERMOK FROM THE PRESS. 
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SERMON II. 



John, v. 39. 
Search the Scriptures. 

Th£B£ is much of trial in all the dealings of 
God with man. Under every { dispensation 
Scripture represents the state of man as a state 
of probation.* Whatever be the gifts 6( God, 
however pure, excellent, and holy, we are fre*' 
quently warned that a posg^ibility of abuse, in 
which lies the essence of trial, still remains on 
our part. 

The Word of God is a continued trial ; as in 
other respects, so especially b^th from the ^ifect 
of familiarity, and from the frequent and often 
insensible adoption of some human system, in' 

• Appendix A. 
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stead of deriving all ideas from Scripture alone. 
But through whatever means, or in whatever 
degree we suffer ourselves to approach the 
Word of God, or to regard any portion of it, 
or any particular declaration in it, with other 
feelings than those of profound reverence and 
perfect submission of understanding, we shall 
proportionably fail to derive benefit firom it, 
and may perhaps end by " wresting it to our 
own destruction." Let us, therefore, ever take 
heed how we read, " For whosoever hath, to 
him shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundance ; but whosoever hath not, firom him 
shall be taken away even that he hath." 

A deep, ever-present, and ever-growing 
conviction of man's short-sightedness, and of 
our own need of f(»rgiveness will inspire. humi- 
lity towards God, and charity towards man '^ 
nor will any length of study, or any degree of 
accurate acquaintance vrith the letter of Scrip- 
ture, impair such feelings in minds truly en- 
lightened, but continually increase them ; for 
the more men are enabled to know of God and 
of themselves, the greater they will conceive to 
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be the remainmg tinfiearchable depths of God's 
Tvisdom and holiness, of man's foolishness 
and sin; they will think the more awfully of 
God, the more humbly of themselves,* and 
will be the less disposed ** to esteem ^miselves 
beyond others. "f 

^^ Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit : 
there is more hope of a fool than of him." 
This is a mysterious world : and one of the 
most unfailing indications of progress in the 
wisdom that cometh from above, is to grow 
continually in the sense of our own ignorance. 
** The things which are seen, are parts of His 
ways, but how little a portion is heard of Him." 
*^ H^ doeth great things, past finding out ; yea, 
and wonders without number.*' " The secrets 
of wisdom are double to that which is." *^ If 
any man think that he knoweth any thing, he 
knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know." 
Calm reflection upon these, and simiktr declara-^ 
tions of Scripture, will > under the divine influ* 
ence, be effectual to maintain in us the sober 

* Appendix A. + Appendix C 
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diffidence^ which so well becomes shoiiHsigfated 
tnflin. ' 

** The heart of the righteous stndieth to 
answer ;" and " wisdom resteth in the heart of 
him that hath understanding ;" bat the foolish 
man boasteth and is confident, " intruding into 
those things, which he hath not seen, vainly 
puffed up by his fleshly mind." 

The contemplation in. His Word, and His 
works, of the infinite majesty of Him from 
whom all things do proceed^ will frequently 
gtve rise in every humble mind to the thought, 
^ O Lord our governor, how excellent is Thy 
name in all the world ; Thou, that hast set thy 
glory above the heavens ! What is man, that 
thou art mindful of him, and the son of man, 
that thou visitest him." 

The knowlege of themselves taught in secret 
prayer before th^r Maker, the abiding sense of 
their own alarming share in human corruption, 
will fill those who constantly *' fly unto the 
Rock which is higher than they;" who follow 
Jesus,, and learn of him, with his own spirit, 
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the spint of forgiveness and reconciliation^ of 
peace, of meekness, and of love, '' which irill 
conceal the multitude of sins.*^ Never are they 
im^acable and unforgiving, many of whose 
hours of retirement are spent at the feet of Je- 
ns, whose souls hang upon the words of his 
mooth, finding in them fresh life and continual 
nourishment. Never are they severe judges of 
Mheis, who have constant fellowship with the 
Father^ through the Son by the Spirit ; who see 
and feel that ** €rod is love," that he ever shows 
Bniself full of patience and of mercy towards 
all mankind. How indeed can any be ready 
to condemn, and slow to forgive, who are deeply 
omiscious of their own need of forgiveness at 
the hands of God, and who are diligent disciples 
in the school of that Master whose repeated 
lesson is, ** If ye forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 
bat if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your tres- 
passes/'* " Who is a wise man, and endued 
•with knowledge among you, let him show out 

• Appendix D. 
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of a good cpQversatioQ his worlui^ ^th ^o^lfT 
ness of wisdcHn. But if ye b^ve bitt^f.^e^-: 
vying and strife ia your hearts, gloiT not^.;^ 
lie not against the truth. This, wisdoin^der 
scendeth not from above, but is earthjiy^-sen* 
sualy devilish. For where envying and strife 
isy there is confusion, and every evil work. 
But the wisdom that is from above, is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated; 
full of mercy, and of good fruits, without pa^r 
tiality, and without hypocrisy. - Aud the fcuit 
of righteousness is sown in peace of them that 
make peace." '^ Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called the children pf God!" 
Let all, then, who seek to be the children of 
the God of love and of peace, examine them- 
selves by these safe scriptural tests of iumi- 
lity, charity, and " a quiet and peaceable life, 
in all godliness and honesty." 

Let them labour diligently, and watch unto 
secret prayer, that their progress in scriptural 
knowledge may ever be acqon^panied by. a pro- 
portionable growth of the power of true religion 
in their hearts; for there may be inwardly in 
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ft mind a form of godtinees in the knowled;:e 
of doctrines, without experiencing the power 
thereof, eren as there may be outwardly in 
actions. Let them beware also of ciiltivatint;' 
the mind at the expense of the heart and the 
soul. An increase of spiritual feeling should 
ever accompany our intellectual progress ; there 
will otherwise be in na a hardness and coldness 
highly unfavourable to the very object, which 
was not only the first spring of our exertions. 
but may perhaps really remain the leading mci- 
tive of their continuance. But if we obey, with 
diild-like docility, the simple maxim of Jesus, 
S'atch and pray:" if we watch over oiir- 
^ves continually, and " pray without ceasing," 
an ever-increasing spirit of love to God and 
i will sanctify in us, and bless to ourselves 
i othere our constant growth in power antl 

idness of mind. 
' Knowledge puffeth up, but charity cdi- 
fth." " The fruit of the Spirit is in all good- 
I and righteousness, and truth." Giving 
"all diligence then, let us strive to " add to our 
faith, virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge; and to 



knowledge, temperance; and to temperanG^ 
patience ; and to patience, godliness ; and U 
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherl] 
kindness, charity. For if these things be ^ 
us, and abound, they make us that we ebaj) 
neitlier be barren nor unfaithful in the knoi 
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ."' 

But whatever be the trials connected witb 
the study of Scripture, all Christians are calL 
upon in obedience to the precept of thi 
Master, Christ, to " search the Scriptures" fo^ 
themselves ;+ and those who, in reliance upi 
divine grace, endeavour to instruct others, a 
bound to look to the Word of Grod alone ; r 
inembering the declaration of Jesus, " Thji 
Word is truth." 

The whole of revealed troth is 
from God, a ray of light shed by the Makers 
Upholder, and Guider of all things upon thrap 
design; giving to man, under the influence ofi 
the Holy Spirit, the knowledge expedient foti 
him- Much remains secret with the Supremi 
Being, " inhabiting light unapproachable :' 
• Appendix E. + AppaidiK F. 



m«Mlv'<isi(parti»ll]fr:qreyealecL'^^We aee by or 
mirpo^iobsi^v^^^^* bnt^vKiiateTei^ris reflected 
tk^i^M^^ heavenly tiiiiigg^'^wluLtftirer i» wriiteir 
iflf^tkifr Word ^of Gdd^^is trae, botli partkHxlarly^ 
wi^ ire^Eft'ettige" to the xsircmiiBtaiices (ix)Q]iected 
wilfll iti tt^d genentUyv st9 containing Bomo germ 
of universal trdth, ' ? : 

The 999b^l6telaims'OiR' attention as' a divinely 
im^^ed yBtery of dur riice ^ giving ns all need^ 
f«kibf(»Miiattto respecting that unseen world of 
spitit^f tO'lAieh we 'belongs and declaring the 
lawt^bjffiwiiieh our state in etamty viiil be de* 
eided^ ^ft is the counsel of the-Beii^ possessed 
of infinite wisdom ■ and peirfedt v^knowledge^ 
those are the wisest who study the most caire- 
fultyy and maintain the most exactly dts ^linci'- 
pleS'^ 'Hume the hippiest who folldw the most 
closet^ ^ts^dh'ectionsj - * ^f * • 

Otir tequavKtaiilce: withvScriptaw depends 
upcm onrddigent exertioBB imder the prevent- 
mg infliM»eGK wd ecintiniial help of God the 
Holy . fibosti^ "* Fi^ the race !of man became 

D 2 
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corrupt through the fidl of Adfuti^ And W(e^<m^ 
not rightly ;u8e our own powera'in :thiii^ ^fpiflh 
tualy unless we are enabled to do soi by th^pn^ 
venting and inworkiog grace of OqjA^ ^ J>fftWi 
me; we will run after thee." "No man rpto 
come after me, except the Fathes whicti J^t^ 
sent me draw him, and I will, raise him, i^pj at 
the last day. It is written in ; the 'Pftt^Qts, 
And they shall be all taught, of Qod^ ., -E^aiy 
man, therefore, that hath heaixl^ and.ciiath 
learned a^ the Father, cometb unto me.f ' Tl^s^ 
aI«o, we are taught to pray f(xr '^ spirituaJ^moder*- 
standing," yea, for 5^all riches of the full assur- 
ance of understandings to the acknowledguient 
of the mystery of Gbd, and of the Father, and 
of Christ,, in whom are hid all tbe treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge ;" because: it is ^God 
the Holy Ghost who inclines, prepares, :and 
enlibles men to seek foi^ trudi;uit is he .only, 
who can remove the veil' from our^minds and 
h«Ms, who can cause the daiknesftrtoi-pass 
away irom our spirits, ^^ the Sun of-iB%bteou8r 
ness to arise with healing in his beama;'' ** the 
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ftitnesdr of the Gtodhead, ioatd tiheiUght ofdiv 
gto¥y itl^J^gus Ghmt' ta sfaine upon ^ob;* be-« 
ca<ii8€»'it i!3 the Holy Spirit^ who ^^.openeth the 
ifnd^tandtng to imdentanid the Scriptwres ;" 
tl^ "^ taketh of the things of Christy ctnd 
n^emrth them unto us.'' We are thea ever to 
i^^fmember that our knowledge of truth, although 
dmdeqtiUnt upon the right use of our own 
piiWersy and our difigent employment of them 
iil^deart^hing the Scriptures, still depaids en- 
tit^y upon Ood, who alone gives inclination to 
defA: truth, i^d continued ability to profit and 
grow in and by it. At the same time we are 
in every 'way diligently to exert our; own facul- 
ties i we are to search, to consider^ toeom-^ 
pare, to reason, to infer, and to conclude ;* be- 
cause €rod has made us rational beings^ and 
ever addresses us as such; because he has so 
devised all things, as not merely to induce, but 
«jven to'oompel us to the exercise of every in- 
telleotuid fitcidty which he has bestowed upon 
:as; because especially he has so conveyed to 

* Appendix H. f Appendix I« 
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tks in Kis Word thai khdwtedge^'^tbChE^ 
mentand practical vae of wlfeli^^^Ar '^«^Mti 
destiny depends^ as to rei)uire' in ;iill dete^^tibe 
exertion of the utmost meaMte <tf tlnd^nstand- 
ing we severally possess. ¥br ;th« HMspffed 
writers do every where urge vm by their maaner 
to the closest and most patient exettiott oS oar 
minds : they charge us by direct prec6|^r^ a&d 
invite tts by their example^ to cofu^^r file 
works of Oody to reflect upon his dealings- wilb 
man from the foundation of the ^^orld, aiid ^ 
leason upon his works^ and his ways aceerdii^ 
to his word. : . . 

We see, moreover, in Scripture, that &tt Su- 
preme Being, who is able to accomplish his 
pleasure in any way that he wills, does yet t>r* 
dinarily act by means, and that he usually em- 
ploys for each purpose means correi^Katding 
therewith. Now Gk)d made maii in hte own 
image and likeness: he formW him ol the 
dust of the ground — of the eardi*, earthy ;^but 
he breathed into his nostrils tire brtoih o# life, 
and man became a living soul, ISns spirit 



withia us, — the breath from God, — ojierates by 
the ruind and heart. The acts of the mind and 
heart are the energies of the soul. 

God works then upon man in a manner cor- 
responding; to the nature in which he formed 
him. But although he employs our faculties 
as the means of our enlightenment and spiritual 
progress, all is entirely of him ; to whom be 
the honour and glory of every thiog great and 
;ood ill fallen man ;• for from God it proceeds, 

|d to him the praise thereof is wholly due. 
lot unto us, O Lord, not unto ub, but unto 
name be the praise," " Lord, thou hast 
wrought all our works in us, and by thee only 
will we make mention of thy name." " We are 
not sufficient of ourselves to think anything as 
of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God." 
" He giveth wisdom to the wise, and knowledge 
to them that know understanding." 
[i The working of God and the agency of man 
are indeed inseparably combined. The power 
ifi given of God, but the act is executed by 
To distinguish the acts proceeding from 
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the Hcdy Spirit, irom the. ^ts :pv9iQBed^ fye^i 
the motions of our own apirita^attd thet fi^ni^^t^if 
tions of Sataa is impossible ^ t^\ ^spijfttitof^ 
man cannot enter so deeply i&to itsetf. ;*7ii6iie^ 
is a mystery in the c^>eratioA of DiTina.grao^ 
which cannot be explained. Much ie^;aai4^7iQ 
Scripture upon this subject generally p^bul 
an impenetrable veil still conceals firom.rtis.thi( 
direct action of God upon our souls. ^ 

** Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself^ 
O God of Israel, the Saviour !"t -. > . 

That which the wisdom of .God- has thiQs 
left secret, let ndt the foohshness of man i$k^ 
tempt to reveal* Our master, Jesus^ ** in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and. ktiow^ 
ledge,'' teaches us that the Holy Spirit cometh 
as he listeth ; that his coming and, if we 'per^ 
sist in '' quenching and vexing," his departkig 
are secret from us^ and imperceptible; to u«. 
'^ The wind bloweth where it Jisteth^ and thou 
hearest the sound thereof; but canst not tell 
whence it^ometh, and whither it goeth-; «0 is 



* Appendix L. . ^"^ Appendix M. 



fi^mi^^ tli^ MRfK^tsif-df the S|imt; thdt'eot^^^ 
fh^nj keHVetrj even as tii^^liear fh^ sotindt of 
di^'irfnd I3iat bl6'<¥etli undei* it; T)tit we canhot 
cieteittaod the motions of eithei"; we cannot lay 
d^mmlaWB foff their action : they come, they 
pWvily depflfft, according to the wise and 
r^ti^ud counsel of him who biddeth the One> 
and is himself the other. 

I f^ AiB^ Stt water feee answereth to face, s6 the 
heart of man to man." 

•The B^tuve of fitUen man has ever been^ isr, 
and eter wrll be the same. " That which isborft 
of tb^^esh is flesh." Now all trtith^ tes|)eCt;i' 
ingf things unchangeable, innst remain' i^em^ 
8€t)v^ iinehangeable ; but whatever is writteti 
in ficriptare' of man> is true. The general 
prin^iple)9 of Scriptftre, then, are ^tethal truths,f 
and ap|)ty taimoi under all circumstances. ^' He 
earned imto hte own, and his Own received him 
Bdt;.btlt to^intmy as received him, t6 thbtn 
gave he powiftrto become the sons of God, ev^n 
to them that believe on his name ; which were 

• Apptsaiik K. + Appendix O. 
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bom, not of blood, nor 6f thewitFbf ihe'fldsli, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.*^ ' ' ' 

All the lost descendants of Adarii'^are '^ his 
own/' " bought with a price/* " purchased Vj 
his blood /'for'* as by the offence of one, jndg- 
ment came upon all men to condenmatiob, 
even so, by the righteousness of one^ tJie frtt 
gift came upon all men, unto justificiKtibil' of 
life." 

Accordingly, the last commandmetitt' Vhich 
Jesus gave to his disciples was thi»: ** Ail 
power, is given unto me in h^ven aiidih' earth. 
Go ye, thewffore, and teach aH natioAii, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, siiid of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I hJate 
commanded you ; and lo I am with yoii afivay» 
evtti unto th^ end of the world/* 

He is then alway with his faithful SdrvaAts, 
who yield the homage of the heart ia him, 
their Sovereign Lord^ He is alway Wi<& 'his 
true disciples, who take him as their master ; 
who strive to submit their souls to His teaching; 
who learn their doctrine at His mouth, treasure 
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p all Hie sayiags in their lieaits, and apeak out 

f tlie abundance thereof. 

. He comes in and by them unto all, (for are 

lot all " his own," and what region is not full 

r their labours ? Their sound is gone into 

1 the earth, and their words unto the ends oi' 

e world,) and " as many as receive him, to 

lem givea he power to become the sons of God, 

even to them that believe on his name ; which 

are bom not of blood, nor of the will of the 

flesh, nor of the will of man ; but of God."* 

^&t. Luke, writing by the inspiration of Him, 

< alone knows the way of his Spirit, de- 

i the same trutli with equal plainness: 

ItThe Lord opened the heart of Lydia, that 

~|he attended unto the things wliicli were 

spoken of Paul." 

Let us revere the sovereign freedom of God 
the Holy Ghost ; let us cherish the mysterious 
working of his power within us ; let us intently 
dwell upon the solenm thought in secret, apart 



• The n^iUonhere is very ttronj!:— " ; 
111 ot the flnh. nor of ihe will of man.' 
mdei wch ihinH. 
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ffom, and untold to othefs« If we ^' draw nigh 
to God he will draw nigh to us;'" -he will- kin^ 
die ** the smoking flax ;" be will raise into a 
steady flame, upon the altar of the hearty the 
embers of spiritual fire that slumber within us^; 
the Spirit of truth and eomfort will come and 
dwell in us; we shall be his temples^ . from 
whence the mingled accents of prayer^ thanks^ 
giving, and praise will continually ascends Ah I 
how great is the happine0s of those who.are thus 
made ^'^ partakers of the Divine nature*" . v-^ 
Why should we deprive ourselves of this en* 
nobling communion^ this glorious fellowship/! 
The ^firne mighty power exerted upon so many 
ojth^r sinners like ourselves, is able ^^to loose 
the chain of our sins," to give spiritual life and 
energy to us also : the blessed, gift bestowed 
upon them will not be denied unto us ; God has 
not forgotten to be gracious. He will not shut 
up his loving kindness in displeasure. He caxi 
cp.use us to hate, and bating, to forsake every 
unholy way. He can incline us to love, and 
loving, to practise every Christian virtue. Let 
tis pray him to do this thing for us. .Let us 



-ptfieMfme in «triieing^fttithfuUy to> do ^ur -^irt, 
tfnd he "Virill give tt& th6:Tic^i>f]r/ tlvat most dtffi- 
leulll of all victories^ the vlcto^ (yrefbatfetelves.* 
j^us promises that our Heavefily Father' witl 
gi^re-udto' ud the Holy Spirit^ if wier afisk in his 
iiamejtJesas ivams us to walk while we have 
Ibtf light, -lest darkness Gome upon us ; Jesitm 
bwtemfr to **• search the Scriptures/' 

' ^lliey ^re written in the wisest manner- for us 
fUm^i^d for our salvation. They are endoweid 
with a wcmderful power to educate our spirits^ 
He whO' formed man out of the dust of the 
esprtbylmd breathed into him a living' ^oul^h^^ 
fli> written his holy word, as to. draw out^ to en-^ 
large, and sanctify every energy of tbe8pirit> 
working in the mind and hearts .> 

The truths conveyed in Scripture, and r^S* 
eeived by ftiith, will at the same time humble 
and elevate us, by teaching us what we are, by 
showing us what we may be. They will animate 
aad confirm us in persevering, and at length 
afford triumphant resistance to the dominion 
of sin, the fruit of our' (Corruption* . They will 

• Appendix P. 
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thua deliver us from the lear of death,* for 
" the sting of death is sin, and the strength of 
sin is the law. But thiinks be to God, which 
givetfa us the victory, through our Lord 
JesuA Christ." They will establish us through 
him, in a lively hope of eternal glory, of " an 
inheritance incorruptible and uadefiled, and 
that fadeth not away :" thus raising our affec- 
tions to things above, while they will expand 
them to their utmost stretch towards all man- 
kind, as immortal spirits proceeding from the 
same God and redeemed by the game I^rd. 
They will fire us with the love of whatsoever 
things are true, honest,just, lovely, and of good 
report ; even with the love of the perfection 
which is in God, thai glorious object, which 
the noblest spirits who have appeared on earth 
in every age have so eagerly pursued j aud in a 
perpetual and conscious progress towards which 
all blessed spirits shall be employed through- 
out eternity: for " the path of the just is as 
the shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day."f And we all looking 
■ Appeiidis Q. + AppendiK R, 



kto the perfect taw of liberty, and continuing 
Blereiii, " with open face beholding aa in a niir- 
Ibr the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
me image, from glory to glory, even after the 
inner of the Lord the Spirit." " The kingdom 
I is not meat and drink ; but righteous- 
iess, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost," 
''True religion ia nothing outward and formal ; 
i ia inward and spiritual : it is the affiance of 
Bie 30al in God ; the rest of the spirit in the 
Father, by the Spirit through the Son. In the 
mind it produces the " wisdom that cometh 
ftom above ;" in the heart — love, joy, and peace, 
the first fruits of heaven. The Btreams do ever 
tell the fountain whence they flow. There 
waters that nourish roots of bitterness, 
Ifthich trouble the church of Christ, and defile 
inany. " There is a river, the streams whereof 
Ihall make glad the city of God, the holy 
place of the tabernacles of the Most High." 
I proportion as the streams of love, and 
»eace, and joy in God do fiow into our souls, 
8t in that proportion have we evidence that 
e are regenerate, and " are made partakers of 
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the divine Mtnte/* jtistte ^M'pt&j^ai^onm* 
we experience tiie pleasnres wbidb i^ril!B,^4^€f' 
from Bin, shall eternally enjoy. . -r.;/ iw 
Is that peace and eontentment, thaffre^diil'' 
from the dominion of erery unitily paissioB; «nd 
every uneasy care ; that joy in the Holy Qhbst, 
and lively hope of its eternal increAee; diat 
happiness which Ood can afford tis even-wMlfe 
0^ earth, that utmost and inconceivable bappi^ 
ness, which infinite Power, infinite WisimH^,^ 
and infinite Goodness will bestow hereafter; tb^- 
foremost object of our desire? Are we iii^ 
clined to seek first the kingdom of Ood/omd 
the righteoosnesB thereof^ with all our heart) 
with all our mind, with all our soul, and with 
all our strength? Then remember that any 
failure ; — (or if we cease to feel our need of Di-* 
vine grace at all thnesy and in all things ; if 
we cease continually to pray for the help oFth^ 
Holy Spirit ; if we neglect Holy Scripture, m& 
give more heed to the doctrines of men than ^d 
the' Woard of Oodj and so wander era the right ' 
hand or the left from the narrbit path that 
leadeth unto life; if we cease ever to look tinto 



Jesus " as the author and finisher of our faith," 
m our Kedeemei', our Lord, our teacher, and 
our example, our " wisdom, righteousuess, 
sane tifi cat ion, and redemption," in whom we 
are complete ;)~remember, that the final failure 
wijl be owing entirely to ourselves.* 
^lAlmig'hty God hag infinite goodness to in- 
■ffine^ and infinite wisdom to enable Uim to 
make known unto ua, even to the end, "the 
things which belong to our peace," to discover 
unto na whatever is expedient for us individu- 
ally, according to our several capacities and 
condition. He haB written His holy Word, by 
the hand of His inspired servants, expressly for 
our instruction. He has promised the influence 
of. His Holy Spirit to incline us to attend to it, 
and to enable us competently to understand it. 
Let us surrender ourselves entirely to His Spirit 
and His Word."f Let us cast down imagina- 
tions, (Xoyi<r^ouc, in margin, reasonings,) and 
every high thing that exaltetb itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bring into captivity 
v«very thought to the obedience of Chiist." ,, . 
* Appendix S. + Appendix T. ' ' 
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Who knowB what has been in 4tem^^>aBd 
what shall be in eternity^ bat Qod ham^lf ? 
Who knows what has been, what is, and what 
shall be m his empire, without bonnds of tiiae 
or space, but the almighty Creator and ea- 
preme over-*niling Guider thereof himsehP? 

'' Vain man would be wise f sitting in judg- 
ment uponGod,^and condemninfj^ all whodiffisr 
from himself. But '^He taketh the wke* in 
their own craftiness/' ** He tumeth wise Bseu 
backward, and maketh their knowledge fool* 
ish." ^ Behold, all ye that kindle a fiie, that 
compass yourselves about with spaiks, walk in 
the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye 
have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand ; 
ye shall lie down in sorrow." '' The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the 
knowledge of the holy is understanding." 
^^ My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and 
hide my commandments with thee, so that thou 
incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine 
heart to understanding ; yQa,if thou criest after 
knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for undei^ 
standing ; if thou seekest her as silver, and 
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sean^rt forrher:4a. lor Jbid teeinmreo r /then 
^)]^t tbcNi und^iBtaad the feftr of tl^lioiti^aiuiid 
iSqd the knowledge oC-Qod- For. the Lord 
gi^ethividdom; out pf his m9ttth:^ineth know- 
ledge and undarstanding. He layetb up sound 
wisdom for. the righteous; he is a. buckler to 
itmnk tl|f^t walk uprightly ; he keepeth the 
-piitii^. qS judgment^ and .preseryeth the way of 
hia^^Qts. Then shalt thou und^stand ^)^ 
•4ei9ttSQeB8» and judgment^ and equity; yea> 
^yery„g^ path." 

,,r Lel^ ms humbly receiTO all the words of God ; 
let u$r seek understanding, and knpwbdgef imd 
.^ound wi^m out of his mouth;.let ite not 
frame any system for ourseli/ies, 01^ adopt tike 
jdoetrines and commandments (^ such as^ have 
attempted to be wise beyond what is writteti. 
Th0re is no system so ccnnprehensive as holy 
.Smpture; and the formation 6f adoption, of a 
rigid system^ by which all ar? judgedi is spre 
to <K^tract tJ^ spiiit^ both. in .thought and feel* 
4«g,:in the nmd and heart. 
•. To fmme ia .consistent ajr^tem, is to attempt 
!to do what.Qod haa not done; is to eadeayoui* 
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to fathom the depths of IHrvhie imdoiiiribyr the 
line of our niidei«standiiig> to 6qotiit%''tb# di^Me 
proceedings according to faomail ijildgixiefit. 
''Woe unto him that strireth with hris Mak«r! 
Let the potsherd strive with the potshei'ds of 
the earth/' ''My thoughts are not yottr 
thoughts, neither are your ways *my wa^^ 
saith the Lord. For as the heavens ar9 bighet 
than the earth, so are my ways higher ^than 
your way9, and my thoughts than yoct 
thoughts." Let us ever remember the- didoiger 
we run of becoming " wise in our- own ^con* 
ceits;^' lest, being newly planted, pdffbd up 
with knowledge^ and lifted up with^pride, w% 
should fell into the snare of the devil. Let us 
make no such selection of doctrines, as may 
•lead us to neglect any part of the W^dof 6od, 
or to explain away any declaration ccmtained 
in it. The foreknowledge* of God, and thepx^ 
determined result of all his operations; the 
TOiantary agency and TesponBibility of man-; 
the union of divine influence witli hamaii esf 
^sigy.; the nature of the SujMreme Being^^^unity 
in substance, and division in -woikiag^— 4he86 
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are points upon which our spirits lawfully may, 
and can scarcely fail to be more or lesa exer- 
cised. They cannot, however, be thoroughly 
comprehended by us in conjunction as they 
exist; but they are to be viewed by us sepa- 
rately, and each to be unreservedly received, 
all being declared with equal plainness in Holy 
Scripture. 

The result of aijea spent in disputing upon 
tlieae points can be only this, that men will at 
length be content to cease from disputing upon 
them, both from a conviction of the fruitless- 
ness and sinfulness of so doing ; it being an es- 
sential part of true humility not to attempt to 
reveal such things as God hae left secret. 

All things needful having been provided, an 
atonement for sin made, God's will resjjeetintj 
us revealed, the unchangeable laws of his eter- 
nal kingdom declared, the effectual help of the 
Holy Spirit promised, to incline us to attend to, 
and to enable us to understand, to remember, 
and to observe them, Scripture then repre- 
sents man as exerting a conscious choice in his 
motives, objects, and desires, in his habits of 
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ploytaoent of bi^ flictiilied, ahd' in'hfo 'wbole 
oceupations and actioHB. jmh, 

T^ne is our ^state^ oirer which we haV^abBo^^ 
lute control ; its produce will be th^ age* of 
eternity^ We are created immoitaly and -w^ 
cannot escape the eternal consequaices ^ o&t' 
existence upon earth. God calls upoiV'tis-itf> 
his Word to make the choice of 'wfa^ those 
consequesices shall be.*" Life and delilh/iiteffis- 
ing and cursing, tribulation and angliish; gkNTf, 
honour, and peace, the fire ever--beitlg- hfik^ng\ 
been prepared for the devil and his angelsy thC' 
kit^dom having been prepared fiom thcffoim^ 
dation.of the world, toe set before us; ' ^^^He^ 
dutt sowefth to his^ flesh, shall of die fledh reap 
corrQpitio&; km he that soweth to the S^int, 
shall of the Spirit reap hfe everlasting.-^ - «'Thg 
wages of sin is deatii, but the gift of God is 
eternal life^ dirougb Jec^s Christ oiir Lord.^' 
^' By grace "are ye saved, ttfrmgh'faitb^'atid 
this salvation-}* . is not <>f yourselves, it 'is the 

• Appeodix U. 
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gift <«f God ; not of wq^ksy lest any man should 
boast : for we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which: God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them/' 
Let us be willing to owe our salvation en- 
tirely to Amighty God : let us receive the pre- 
cious gift with all submission of mind, and 
thankfulness of heart. . God is not, and will 
not be wanting to us ; it is we who are wanting 
to ourselves* Let us bow down our rebelliQus, 
sellH»ufficient, proud, haughty spirits low be^ 
fore our Maker. Let us humUy, perseveringly, 
gratefully, and cheerfully follow that way of 
salvation which he points out to us in hi» 
Wend, and use those means of grace which he 
has ordained and blessed.* Let us trust in his^ 
wisdom, rather than in our foolishness ; in his 
strength, rather than in our weakness. Let us 
seek continually, in the name of Jesus Christ,, 
the gifts which our heavenly Father deUghts 
continually to bestow. Not <me will depart 
accursed from the bar of eternal judgment, who 
might not, but for his own fault, have heard the 

* Appendix X. 
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blaekMJM of dinrkaefts'foi^ei^n'^'wMF^^'i^^ 
bul^fet hk dwn Atiilf, hftve he^ ^^fba^n^ 
and ktoiiceivably hap^y. ^^God'^* IMkiH^^ft 
goodness and in nie^c^ ; he ilai^^wdi^4)^tetei- 
self, bybis o#n awfill Aame, %ftil;ll'lfe^1tr4tl& 
§&reytf and e¥er$ tbat li6 ifHltelh n^^^^Abi^ 
of a difinen 4hat bis Willeth m^the^iehfi^r^Wli 
single spirit: '' He -ml^th^hBt*-'^ mSt ^ 
saved, m6t coim^W tJieiiMMeAg&iSr^^i^^^ 
He has prottiised, for J(a^d Ohrriiit^ tfii^e^^ 
give unto all that ask^in his'n^me^llli^^Ueliloed 
gift of the Holy^rif,!tdiHeltee A^^lib^'dcfek 
firstfais:kifigdom> And the righteoiiiiiess'ti^rew 
of;'- he has prbmised^to guMe-by his Wd«d^t^^ 
that come trtiti^hMff'wtfh the doeilill^ df^liftle 
children, into pleasant pathfiW^dei *fld je^; 
and hope, leading* imto.everlaating happiness. 
This shall be the co^etmnt that I vrSl maker 
'{ After those days, saith the Lmxl, I i^ill pat nay: 

•AppendixT. 
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I^w in their inwanl parts, and write it in their 
iarta ; and will be their God, and they shall be 
y people. And they shall teach no more every 
n his oeighbour, and every niEui his brother, 
)ting, Know the Lord ; for tbey shall all know 
, Scorn the least uf them unto the greatest of 
1, saith the Lord ; for I will foi^ive their in- 
Ifiity, and I will remember their sin no more." 
If)! will give them an heart to know me, that I 
a, the Lord ; and they shall be my people, and 
IfPi-iU be their God; for they shall return unto 

e with their whole heart." 
^i^rethien, every plea agamst that which 
i declares to be His will, and acceptable to 
□ throi^h Jesus Christ, proceeds from our 
o^n alienaled, sinful, deceitful, and desperately 
icked hearts ; and from 3ataii, the prince of 
■ powers of evil. His subtlest suggestions 
e ever those which are founded upon the per- 
ersion of the Word of God . Remember what 
i been already said, that Scripture itself, like 
KjRvery other gift of God, is liable to abuse 
trough the corruption of our hearts, through 
9ie systems, the reasonings, the speculations, 
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and erroneous doctriaes of men, and through 
tile iusinuatioDs of Satai). Seek truth in all its 
purity from God, its eternal fountain, through 
the appointed channeU of prayer, of His Word, 
and of His oi-dinances. Give no heed to an^ 
such fatal idea£ as, that you cannot pray in 
spirit and in truth — you cannot pray with faith. 
Vou are as free to pray as to perform any 
other action of your lives: yoa can enter into 
your closet, and shut to the door ; you can bend 
the knee, though stubborn and unused ; you can 
bo\v the head, that has so long and so haugh- 
tily exalted itself against your Maker; you 
can utter the prayer in secret, to Him that seeth 
in secret. 

These first outward tokens of snrrender, thiB 
supplication for pardon, the sovereign Lord of 
all creation demands of man, that persisting 
rebel against the eternal ordinances of beavet^ 
that willing traitor to himself. Is it too muctl 
to ask, when earthly and heavenly happiness, 
when all that is included in the love or the 
wrath of Almighty God depend upon the 
issue; is it too much to ask, that you should 
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Ma submit yourself (however at first seeni- 
EM^ly in vain) again and again? You, who 
lave persevered in sin against the light of 
Uiristian knowledge, and agaiust the testimony 
Vyour conscience; yon, who have so long 
e on in a course of wilful and presumptuous 
offences, will you not for a short season perse- 
vere in seeking mercy, and forgiveness, and 
spiritual life from Him who is the monarch of 
eternity ? Are you sensible of a revolting of 
the spirit, an alienation of mindt and an insen- 
sibility of heart ? A countless multitude of the 
spirits of just men made perfect, were once 
like you ; they shared with you the corruption 
of human nature ;* but they heartily, dili- 
gently, and persevMingly sought, and so seek- 
ing they found the way of salvation, in the use 
of the means divinely appointed for man's re- 
demption from " the plague of his own heart," 
from the power and dominion of sin. They 
looked unto Jesus ; tbey put their trust in Him; 
tkey asked spiritual gills in His name ; they 
Were converted, changed entirely in the spirit 

* Appendix Z. 
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of their minds and fa«afis. Tbey were regene- 
rate, sprntDfllly boni asram b; die tnrghty 
power of God. They awoke from the death of 
mn to the life of righteoa$ness ; from spiritual 
«loth and indolence, to hearty love and con- 
tinual pursuit of that holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord.* He " g^velh to 
uU men liberally, and upbraideth not." Why 
should you deprive yourselves of those eternal 
blessings which He alone can bestow ; r^ene- 
ration, gradual and growing sanctiS cation. 
" joy in the Holy Ghost," peace on earth, and 
happiness in heaven? 

Not one ever perseveringly sought the help 
of God in vain, Jesus never cast out one, that 
cunte unto Him. However conscious then of 
present alieuatiun, eni;ourage, I beseech you, 
the deaiie and endeavour to " worship Grod in 
spirit Bud in truth," to pray with fiuth, Suiite 
upon y»ur breast, and eay, " God be merctful 
to iQO, a sinner." CiU) upon Him whose blood 
VIM slrad ibr you ; — Lamb of God, slain firooi- 
**— foundation of the world, take awav tnv 
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BID ! JesuB, thou Son of David, have mercy 
on me. Lord, help thou mine unbelief! 
Strenglheti thou my faith. 

Then give way to thought. Indulge reflec- 
tion. Place yourself in the full blaze of divine 
truth. Think from whence your spirit came. 
Consider yoar immortality. Remember thai 
the moment of your birth was the comraence- 
Knt of an endless existence ; that God assures 
fan there are but two orders of spirits, good 
d evil; — servants of God, lovers of light, of His 
IITord, of His day, and of His people ; and ser- 
ints of Satan and of sin, lovers of darkness, 
bgodly, unholy, disobedient; that there are 
^ewiae but two conditions in eternity, infiiiite 
happiness and infinite misery. 

Remember that life is a state of probation ; 
^at there is no safety in the sincerity of error, 
r it is written, " There is a way, which seeni- 
1 right unto a man, but the end thereof are 
B ways of death;" that there are those, who 
leak peace unto themselves and others, while 
e is no peace. 
Remember that you are continually in- 
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creasing' in meetness for heaven or hell, by 
your daily habits of thought, word, and action : 
by ever seeking the prerenting and inworking 
grace of God, and following His way ; or by 
following " the way of your own hearts," sur- 
rendering, yourselves, unguarded, to the wiles of 
Satan, and the delusions of your deserted spirit. 

Consider the time past of your life. Con- 
sider the state of your heart. Does the wit- 
ness within bear faithful testimony against 
yon ? Are you then in love with destruction ? 
Are you determined to perish? Death has 
sui-prised many, blind and thoughtless, doubt- 
ful and procrastinating, like yoorself. Hell 
will be peopled with such careless, persisting 
sinners. But life is still yours. All is yet 
possible to you. Heaven is still oftered freely 
to your choice. Make your humble confession 
to Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your 
knees: " Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son." 

The altar will not long be thus prepared, 
and the sacrifice made ready, ere the fire 
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'from heaven will descend, and rise in gmteful 
clouds of the incense of contrition, adoration, 
and praise. The strong man armed will be 
shaken, the chains of sin will be loosened, your 
l^irit will aspire toward its native heaven, will 
its corruption, and will feel its need of di- 
ne help. The inward acknowledgment and 
lest cry of your soul will be, " Have raeicy 
>a me, O God, according to thyloving-kicd- 
according unto the multitude of thy 
tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquities, and 
cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge 
ffiy transgressions, and my sin is ever before 
t^e. Against thee only have I sinned, and 
done this evil in thy sight ; that thou mightest 
bejustiEed when thou speakest, and be clear 
vhen thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in 
iquity, and in sin did my mother conceive 
Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward 
parts ; and in the hidden part thou shalt make 
me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, 
>IH)d I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
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whiter than Bnow. Make ae to heai' joy and 
gladness, that the bones which thoa hast 
broken may rejoice. Hide thy face from iny 
nins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create 
in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit wiUiin me. Cast me not away fiora thy 
presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit' from 
me," If there be any 3tTene;th of reasoni tfny 
force of truth, any " demonstration of the sipji- 
rit and of power," in what has been now mH, 
then, brethren, I pray you to beware of' what 
has been the ruin of thousands, waiting fop' a 
conveni«it season. Remember that the mo^al 
sense is very delicate, that the feeling of our 
responsibility is strengthened or diminished by 
oiir regard to, or neglect of it ; and that 
whether we judge ourselves or not, whether we 
call ourselves to a daily account of our thoughts, 
words, and actions, with a view to eternity de- 
pendent upon them; whether w« ponder the 
Word of God, and consider our ways, or' cal«- 
fnlly banish such reflections from our mindsj 
Time is doing his work, and by insensible, but 



incessant, touches, moulds, wgrks out, and com- 
pletBs our :chara«ter. 

^ Each returaing Sabbath contributesitepart ; 
SKch passing day, each s-wifl^-winged hour is 
•4dmg the powerful force of habit to our ever- 
atrengtheaing principles of good or evil ; each 
awakening thought, each lively feeling, if re- 
sisted, gradually hardens the spirit, and renders 
ib less susceptible of future impression. The 
pre&cbing of the E;ospel is " the savour of life 
i^to life, or of death unto death." Man con- 
tjtoueth not in one stay. He cannot stand still 
f^' bis career of probation any more than in his 
j)0rpetual advance towards death, judgment, 
[ Mpd eternity. Conscience, if long disregarded, 
111 at length cease to raise her warning voice. 
StThe Spirit of Ood will not always strive witli 
The spirits, that are in men, are fallen, 
Vented by pride, the source of unbelief, of selt- 
n)l, of discontent, of rebellion against God, 
I of all spiritual sin : they are tried, if it 
[.may be they will consider, and repent, and 
[ Jtwi unto the Lord ; they are drawn by every 
^Vieans which God sees to be expedient in His 
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infinite wisdom, embracing all space, and all 
duration, and in His infinite goodness, which 
knows no bound. All having been exhausted 
by the loving-kindness and long-suffering mercy 
of Almighty God, and all having been found in 
vain, you will at length be resigned to the cor- 
ruption of your nature, and the evil example of 
a sinful world : like Ephraim yon vriil be left 
alone with your idols. The things of this world, 
which you desire, you may perhaps obtain— 
wealth, power, fame— «ud may even have " no 
hands in your death," but having lived india- 
obedient unbelief of Moses, and the prophets, 
and of one greater than the prophets, who Tose 
again from the dead, you will lift up your eyes 
in hell, when it is too late, being in torments. 

To yield to the drawing of God, to the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, to repent, be con- 
verted, walk in the ways of the Lord, and' be 
blessed, — or to go on in a course of life cMi- 
demned by the Word of Gtod, to persevere 
in the evil ways of the world, and of man's 
own heart, and be accursed, are the alternatrvee 
set plainly before us all : each will answer for 
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himself hereafter, aod each ia called upon in 
Scripture to make the choice on wliich eternity 
depeads. The appeal herein made to you may 
be tlie lioal and decisive trial of the imoiortal 
spirit tliat animates your frame. If there be ii 
small atill voice, that may be silenced, but can- 
not be mistaken, which convicts you of a love 
ofsia, andaa aversion to holiness; of a lon^ 
life, it may be, spent in ways of your own 
choosing, of a spirit esti-anged from God, the 
—father, Son, and Holy Ghost, of a total untit- 
9 for heaven, for communion with " the spi- 
of just o^D made perfect," with holy 
Igels, and with "God, the judge of all," who 
B seen and noted, who now sees and notes all 
e inward workings of your sotil ; harden not 
■ Kporself, I implore you, against . those convic- 
, already, doubtless, often resisted,* on 
mpliance with which your state in eternity 
lends. 

( Ran not that awful risk — waiting for a con- 
mt season. '■ The high and lofty One that 
labiteth eternity," His word, and His laws, 

• AjipenJlK B B, 
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which are full of Him, -will reraain (or ever the 
§aDie. The world wili etill be to be overceaue; 
tbe gospGl to be received and obeyed. Sin, by 
added habit, will have become stronger ; con- 
science, by longer opposition, will have become 
weaker. By delay you abuse the patience of 
" the Lord, the Lord of hosts, the mighty God 
of Israel," with whom " ia terrible majesty;" 
" who lifteth up his hand to heaven, and saith, 
I live for ever. If I whet my glittering sword, 
and mine hand take bold on judgment, I will 
render vengeance to mine enemies, and will re- 
ward them that hate me." " Ah, I will ease 
nic of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine 
enemies." 

By delay you remain the enemy of God and 
of your own happiness ; you expose yourself to 
fearful hazard ; you trifle with eternity, you 
greatly increase the probability of dying in 
your sins, unchanged in spirit, and therefore, 
unprepared for the kingdom of heaven; for ex- 
cept a man be born again he camiot enter there. 

Those fingers of a man's hand, which wrote 
on the wall of Belshazzar'a palace, seen by 
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liim whoBB &te waa declared, (let him that 
readeth understand, for the warnings of God are 

given in mercy,) might write this epitaph on 
the tomb of many :— 

his day3 weke scmbered, and are 
fimssed; 

he is weighed in the balance, and found want- 
ing; he knew and believed the revelation of 
My will ; he waited for a convenient season ; 

khe perished in his sine. 
*' " Man knoweth not his time ; as the fishes 
Sftat are taken in an evil net, and as the birds 
that are caught in the snare, so are the sons of 
men snared in an evil time, when it falleth sud- 
Weuly upon them." " Surely in Tain the net is 
n the sight of any bird."' 
'But man, although conscious of immortaiity 
I instinct, by a spirit that shall exist for 
, sets at nought all the counsel of God, 
fespises all his reproof, and foUows the way of 
bi^ own heart; blinded by the deceitfulness of 
I, and conformed to the fashion of the world, 
that passeth away. The words of the Son of 
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God, the soul-Btrmng language of prophets 
and apostles, the solemnly recorded sen- 
timents of all wise and holy men, that have 
ever lived, produce no abiding impression upon 
hearts engrossed by the love of the world, and 
of the things that are in the world. The deceit- 
fulnesa of riches, and the cares of the worlds 
and the pleasures of this life, and the lustsof 
otherthings, entering in, choke the word, and 
it becometh unfruitful. 

Learn then, from your experience of youraelt'; 
your consciousness of what has passed within 
you ; your doubts aad misgivings ; your convic- 
tion of error and of danger ; your broken reso- 
lutions of amendment: leam from what you 
have observed in others ; leam, and engrave 
indelibly upon your soul this lesson — that 
man is helpless unto himself. That while to 
will is from time to time present with him, 
he still findeth not how to perform that which 
is good. There is a law in his members warring 
against the law of his mind, and bringing faim 
into captivity to the law of sin, which is in his 
members. The natural man, (every man that 



SBmUSD BBUOtOH. 

does not secretly, earnestly, and continually 
seek from Almighty God, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, the preventing and inworking grace of 
the Holy Spirit,) although sometimes struggling 
to be tree, yet still remains the servant of 
Satan, " tied and bound with the chain of his 



Such is the situation, by nature, of every 
man. Such was the situation of all the spirits 
of just men made perfect, now in paradise. 
You are not weaker, or more corrupt, than the 
glorious company of the apostles, the goodly 
fellowship of the prophets, the noble army of 
rtyrs; than all the servants of God, who 
Mve followed their good examples, departing 
ins life in His faith and fear. If then you will 
lok, like the inmmierble host of the faithful, 
Bto Jesus; if you will seek that Divine 
which they sought and obtained, 
IRjou will be delivered from the bondage of 
iption into the glorious liberty of the chil* 
a of God."* 
»>Hear what comfortable words our Saviour, 
• Appendix CC. 
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Cbiist, Mith unto all that tivly turn to Uia. 
" Come anto me sll ve that travail aoA •re bcftrw 
ladeu, and I will give you rest. Tak« myyoke 
upoD von, and learu of nic, tor I am toeek «oA 
lowhr in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls; for my >-oke is easy, and my bludiWM 
light." ^ '-U-^' 

'* P»ce I lesTC with you, my peace I ^ft 
unto you ; not as the world givetb , give l tttto 
you ; let not your heart be tjoubled, neitbv let 
it be afraid." v jih 

" Ye believe in God," in His almig'hty power, 
iu His perfect purity, in His Qnchan^:eable^tFuti) : 
you, who read His Word, who consider His laws. 
who acknowledi;e and bewail your manifbid 
sins and wickedness, Ironi time to tims most 
grievously committed, by thought, word, and 
deed, against His Dn-ine Majesty, " Ye be- 
lieve in God, believe in me also," that I lived 
and died for your salvation ; that My merit» 
exceed all your sins ; that My perfect righteous- 
ness shall be imputed to vou by faith ; that I 
purchased foryou,byMy blood, the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, which will be granted to you in 




answer to your pray«rB; which will give you 
power overihe corniptionof yournatnre; which 
wfll gradually iimke you truly holy, aod pre- 
pare yoii for hearen. " Ve believe in God, be- 
lieve thus in me also; let not your heart be 
troabled, neither let it be afraid ; it is yom 
Father's good pleasure to give you the kinc- 
dem." 

Brethren, we pray you to make trial of thte. 
gracious Saviour, who has dealt bo iiierci- 
illy with MS, and with many. If He were ex- 
le to mark what is done amiss, we conid 
staud before Him. But He, who said unto 
his chosen apostles, " the spirit indeed is wil- 
ling, but the rtesh is weak," has ever been full 
, forbearing love unto us, as unto aJI His sin- 
disciples. " A bruised reed shall he not 
,k, and smoking flax shall he not queneh, 
he send forth judgment unto victory." 
Acquaint now thyself with God, and be at 
thereby good shall come unto tliee. 
live, I pray thee, the law from His mouth, 
lay up His words in thy heart. 
Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
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the waters; and he thai keik no money, cosae 
ye, buy and eat; yea^ eome, buy wine anil inilk» 
without money and {without price. «Wber^re 
do ye spend your money for tiiat which is not 
bread? and your laboujr for that which $atiar 
fieth not ? hearken diligently unto m^ an^^^s^t 
ye that which is good, and let your »qu1 deH^ 
itself in fatness* Incline your ear^and come unto 
me : hear, and your souls shall KTe ; and liliriU 
make an everlasting coT^aant withryoUf,/ e?^ 
the sure mercies of David !" . m . i j ;' 

'^ The Spirit and the Bride (which k the 
church of Christ) say^ .Com& And let him 
that heareth say^ Come* And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will,' let him 
take of the water of life fredy/' 

God; overlodcing the times of ignoraiBce^ 
now commandeth all men every where to ref 
pent; for all have sinned, and come short of th^ 
glory of Ood| and the gospel of Jesus 'Christ is 
the proclamation of mercy unto all. 

^'Him bath God exalted with his right hand, 
to be a Prince and a Saviour,- f(wr to give re- 
pentance to Israel^ and forgiveness of sins. 
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i we are his witneasee of these thingu; and 

is also the Holy Gliost, whom God hath 

given to them that obey him." 

^ww." We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 

^Bte Lord ; and ourselves your servants, for 

^BNub' sake. For God, who commanded the 

^H|^ to shine out of darknese, hatli shined in 

^BlV hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 

dp the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 

ULt the excellency of the power may be of 

id, and not of us." 

^We, who preach Christ Jesus the Lord, are 

bus of our ovm need of the forgiveness of 

'. trespasses. If then there is much in us 

unworthy of the faith we possess, we pray you 

to forgive us for our common weakness' sake ; 

» pray you to forgive us for our love's sake ; 

I pray you to forgive us for Jesus Christ's 

We desire to make fully known to you 

Bwoik of the Lord, and the faith wherein we 

tad. It is built upon the evidence of facts, 

] upon the Word of God, which has a voice 

Utt speaks its divine origin. We ask you to 



92 mLMMam^BAWLY boctbuob of 

exainiM with eamtstaeA^ and 4o decide with 
seriousnetsy the;questioii« cm whadli yaat fitate 
after death depends* .: Mitoyy infcnontOiHODe 
in .the gifts of intellect^ and the extent of ihek 
acquirements) haye thos examined^ and havt 
professed their belief that there is* a God^r the 
Creator of all things ; that' the Bible is ftfenrelar 
tion from Him ; that man is an immortal ^spirit, 
and that his state in eternity depends oipon his 
actions in time.* If happily you ha^^'heret' 
doubted the truth of the feith of your foret- 
fathers/in which you were trained^ but here 
been led away by tiie deceitfulness of sin, 4Jien 
resist no longer^ we beseech you, the Toice that 
speaketh to you from heaven : '^ Turn you at 
my reproofy (saith the Lord^) I will pour out my 
Spirit unto you ; I will make known my words 
unto you/' ^' Account that the long suffering 
of our Loid is salvation/' " For- God hath 
not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain sal- 
vation, by our Lord Jesus Qirist/' " Frus- 
trate not then the counsel of God within 
yourselves." Make not the cross of Christ to 

• AppoDdixDD; 
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* of none effect. Resist no longer the striv- 
ing «f tlie Spirit of God. Open your minds 
and hearts to the full influence of the Spirit of 
Truth, Surrender your souls to His teaching. 
Let not Satan induce you to doubt or deny the 
eflects which the Holy Spirit has so clearly 
tetight in many. Have you not known some, 
d to you by the sacred ties of nature, or the 
md of faithful friendship, whose life of love to 
God and man, whose heavenly peace and holy 
y gave convincing evidence both of the since- 
f of their endeavours, and of the eflicacy of 
'principles which they confessed before men.* 
Ircall heaven and earth to record, this day, 
^nst you, that I have set before you life 
I death, blessing and cursing ; therefore, 
>ose life, that both thou and thy seed may 
Vthat thou mayest love the Lord thy God, 
i tliat ■thou mayest obey his voice, and that 
hou mayest cleave unto him, for he is thy life, 
and the length of thy days." 

If the gospel of Jesus Christ, preached to 

I by His ministers, becomes not the power 

• Appendii E E. 
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of God tinto salvation^ iPtfae'faU Bnmy oikn- 
deuce, with which it comes doitn.te iisi; if thie 
forae of iatemal truths statiiped apmi thedofr' 
trines of revelation ; if the proof of ibheir sancti- 
fying influence upon many in time past,, and 
(may I not add) upcm many now among osy 
cannot give conviction to your minds ; if the 
greatness of the divine mercy^ if the freeness of 
the divine blessing, cannot eaeouvagi^ your 
hearts; if the promise of immediate ifeUowahip 
with God, Father^ Son, and Holy Ohost, by 
being made '^ partakers of the divine nature ;" 
if presa^ deUverance from ev^qr itbing sinful, 
low, and degrading;* «if.1hebidght hopes in 
eternity^ the joys of angels; the glosies of hea- 
ven, the inconceivable and utmost hs^iness. 
which God can bei^w; if thei^,! and all4he 
other innumerable €md inestimable. blessic^s of 
that gospel, which no mortal tongue can duly 
tell, cannot fire yoitf souls,-**-you will coatinue, 
while you remain on earth, dead in trespasses 
and sins ; you will perish utterly and for ever in 
your own corruption. 

* AppflDdixPF. 
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Tke hand of loufrGod iS'^npon all them for 
good that seek him; :bnt his power and his 
wrath is against all !them that fcMrsake him* 
<<jNow then we are ambassadosB for Clurist; 
as though. Qod did beseech yo«. by us, we 
pray yon in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God." 

By the eternal welfare of your offspring, 
which God has made to depend greatly upon 
yoti ; by the memory of your departed relatives 
and friends ; by your recollection of their love, 
of their piety, of their truth, of their tender 
counsel, of their dying faith, — we implore you 
to pause '^ in the way of your own hearts," the 
certain path to endless misery, to consider, to 
look like them to Christ, to ask like them in 
His name the gift of the Holy Spirit, to search 
the Scriptures, and examine whether these 
things be so. 

^ The Lord bless you, and keep you ; the 
Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious unto you ; the Lord lift up his coun- 
tenance upon you, and give you peace." 

To God, whose nature and whose name is 
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love, who made us that He might bless us, 
who redeemed us when we were fallen, who 
sanctifies all who receive him, — to Grod the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, one in 
substance, three in workingr^ be all honour, 
glory, and praise for ever and ever. Amen. 



APPENDIX. 



A.— Page 43. 



" Under every dispensation Scripture represents 
the state of man as a state of probatiori." 



I 



Thb probation of Adam and Eve lay in obedience to 
the one commandment given unto them : " Of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat." 
*' The Lord said unto Cain," (why restrain it thus ? 
leave it open as it is left in Scripture,) " If thou 
doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? and i/thon 
doest not well, sin lieth at the door." Whether man 
was accepted or sin lay at the door was conditional, 
and depended upon his doing well or not well, in 
his state of trial. The light of divine knowledge 
and of truth, is given unto us in Scriptnre gradually : 
thus, as we advance, the testimony of Scripture to 
the doctrine that the state of man is a state of proba- 
m, becomes plainer and more abundant. Job says 
of man generally, " What is man, that thou 
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shouldest visit him every morning, and try him every 
moment/' Of himself he says, *' He knoweth the 
way that I take : when he hath tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold.'* In the book of Exodus it is written, 
*' There he made for them a statute and an ordi- 
nance, and there he proved them." And again, 
** Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I will 
rain bread from heaven for you ; and the people 
shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that 
I may prove them, whether they will walk in my 
law or no." In Deuteronomy, '* And thou shalt re- 
member all the way, which the Lord thy God led 
thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble 
thee and to prove thee, to know what was in thine 
hearty whether thou' wouldesi keep bis command- 
ments or not." But perhaps, the mott remarkable, 
among all the numerous' testimonies of Scripture 
upon this point, is what is written re9pecting Heze- 
kiah : '* Howbeit^ in the business of the ambassadors 
of the princes of Babylon, who sent unto him ta en- 
quire of the wonder that was done in the land, God 
left him to try him, that, he might know aU that was 
in his heart." To give but two passages v from the 
Psalmist, he says wiUi all possible plainness, '^ The 
Lord trieth the righteous," and ** Thou^ God, hast 
proved us ; thou hast tried us, as silver is tried." 
In the book of Proverbs we read, " The fining-pot is 
for silver, and the furnace for gold ; but the Lord 
trieth the hearts." And again, ** O Lord of hosts, 
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lliat IriesI tlie ris;hleous, and secst tLe veins and 
lieart." ch. xx. 12. 

Ill Uie books of the Proplieta we are taug'ht the 
same doctrine. Jeremiah appeals unto tiie Lord, and 
teaclies us to appeal in like manner : — " But thou, O 
Lord, knowest me ; tliou bast seen, and tried mine 
heart towards thee." Daniel says, "Some of them 
of nnderalanding shall fall, to try them, and la 
purine, and to make tliem white, even to the time of 
the end.'' And a°;ain, " The words aie closed up, 
and sealed to the time of the end. Many shall lie 
purified, and made white aiid tried." In Zechariali 
it ia written, " I will refine them as silver is refiner!. 

IudwiLl try them as t^old is tried : they shall call oa 
p^ name, and 1 will hear them : I will say, It is my 
^ople ; and they shall say, the Lord is my God." 
eh. xiti, 9, Tiie whole spirit of the preaching ol' 
Jesus Christ, our Divine Master and unerring; ex- 
^nWiple, leads irresistibly to the conclusion, that the 
^^■tate of man is a state of probation. 
^^vOne of the petitions of that prayer, which he teaches 
^HN Hi!' disciples, all wlio learn of Kim and follow 
^^■iiin, to use. and His fref^nent injunctions to then:, 
^Vk watch arid pray always, clearly imply, that life is 
a state of trial to the rery last. In the parable of 
the talents, recorded by tlie Evangelists as having 
been related on more tlian one occasion, Jesuit re- 
nen as being; tried, proved by having cer- 
talents entrusted to them, certain means of pro- 

F 2 
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tnoting the glory of Gkxl, and the welfare of man- 
kind ofiered to them for their use^. oC which they 
will be hereafter called to account; l^.puniahefl for 
aeglect, or rewarded fbr improvement* Th^ dire<^ 
practical application of the parable He ^vesHijnaelf, 
** Unto every one that hath shall be given,, and he 
shall have abundance ; but from. him that, hath; npt^ 
shall be taken away even that which ^ be hadi*-' 
Moreover, since our blessed Lord is very Gq^ of very 
God, One with the Father, ^^with whom is no vanable- 
ness, neither shadow of turning/' HeisunchangeaUe; 
and such as He showed Himself while on earthi in 
infinite wisdom and infinite love, to His.faith&il dis- 
ciples, such He ever shows Himself to all, wbotake 
Him for their Master, who sincerely strive ^ to follow 
His steps,'' and ** to walk in all things, even as he 
walked/' He tries and proves them, that He may 
teach them to know themselves ; that feeling their 
own weakness, they may at length learn '* to 
cleave unto him with full purpose of jbeait«" It is 
thus St. John tells us, that on one occasion, ** when 
Jesus lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company 
come unto him, he said unto Philip, Whence shall we 
buy bread that these may eat ? and thi& he said to 
prove him ; for he himself knew what he would do." 
His chosen apostles, who had the mind and Spirit of 
Christ, and were faithful preachers of the ^^ words 
given unto them by Jesus, to whom they were given 
by the Father," continually teach both by the uni- 



Krsal tendency of tbeir doctTine, and also in express 
!£r[ns, the same great and leading principle, thai 
the state of man is a state of probation. Tlius St. 
Paul, in an appeal to God, the Searcher and Judge 
jf spirits, for the truth of his doctrine, says, "As we 
were allowed of God to be pat in trust with the gos- 
pel, even so we speak ; not as pleasing men but God, 
which frieth ourhearts." St, Jamessays, " Blessed 
is the man that endureth temptation ; for when he 
is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promised to them that love him." St. 
Peter bids those who are in heaviness for a season, 
if need be, through manifold temptations, to rejoice 
in a. lively hope of the inheritance incorrupttliie, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for them who were thus proved ; " that the 
trial of their faith, being much more precious than 
of gold, that perisheth, though it be tried witli fire, 
might be found unto praise, and honour, and glory, 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ." St. John says to 
the faithful church of Smyrna, " Fear none of those 
tilings, which thou shalt suffer : behold, the devil shall 
cast some of yon into prison, that ye may hetried." 
Such are some of the direct Scriptural proofs of 
that elementary doctrine of revealed religion, tliat 
the state of man is a state of probation. Tliey miglit 
easily be swelled by many additional passages, and 
f many clear inferential arguments; but to those 
eived the Word of God with all thankfulness 
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and submission of mind, who ''cast down imagina- 
tions, {Xoyifffitti in the margin, reasonings,) and every 
liigh thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of Grod, and bring into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ," ncything more in the 
proof can be necessary. 

Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 
he fall ; let him beware of the danget" h^ runs, lest, 
thinking himself to be somethmg,' *^ intnlding into 
those things which he hath not seen^ Taiiiiy puifed 
up by his fleshly mind," forgetting that life is a «tate 
of continued trial, *^ bebg lifted up with pride, he 
fall into the condemnation of the devil." Let none 
indulge in a most hazardous and* unscriptural confi- 
dence of the certainty of their own final salvation. 
Let all remember, that life is a state of trial t6 the 
very last : for if the apostles of Jedus Ohrist, who 
certainly enjoyed both the extraordinary and ordi- 
nary influences of the Holy Spirit, who were regene- 
rate, chosen to salvation, predestinated to liie adop- 
tion of chiUlren, vessels nnto honour, if they were still 
tried and proved, if St. Paul was careful, lest that 
by any means, when he hmi preached to others, he 
himself should be a castaway, then ^ most assuredly, 
none are proof against temptation^^non^ are secure 
against the risk of drawing back to pei^ition,*-^ttntil 
the race is run, the good fight of faith finwhed, tudd ^ 
that crown of life bestowed, which shall be given to 
those that endure unto the end. 




B.— Page 45. 

* The more that men are enabled lo know nf God, 

I and of themselves, the greater they will conce'icf 

lobe the remaining unsearchable depths of God's 

mt-'- Djisdom and holiness, of man's foolishness and 

; they will Chink the more awfully of God, 

[•and the more humbly of themselves." 

Whatever be the strength of failli, the fervour ol' 
hope, the full tide of religious joy, they will yet ever 
be tempered in all that are advancing towards " the 
measure of the statnre of the fulness of Christ," with 
much of holy awe. How forcibly is this shown by 
those whom we assuredly know to have beeu under 
^>tiie immediate influence of that Holy Spirit, of which 
9 true Christians, according to their measure, are 
partakers, " With God, (says Job,) is terrible ma- 
jesty. Touching the Almighty, we cannot find him 
out. He is excellent in power and in judgment, anti 
in plenty of justice. He will not aiSict. Men do 
therefore fear him. He respectetli not any that are 
wiseof heart." He thus more particularly expresses 

Ewn feelings ; " When I consider, 1 am afraid of 
I for God maketh my heart soft." Observe 
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how Moses speaks of the Supreme Being, even while 
he would encourage the people of Israel, and while 
he assures them of His favour, and of His presence : 
'' The Lord thy God is among you, a mighty God 
and terrible." And again, after telling them He 
had called them, and chosen them above all people, 
and taken them unto Himself nationally^ for His own 
great name's sake; and because of the covenant 
that He had made with Abraham, and the oaths 
which He had sworn to their fathers, he says, '^ Cir- 
cumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be 
no more stiff-necked ; for the Lord 'your God is God 
of gods, and Lord of lords; a great God, a mighty 
and a terrible, which regardeth not persons." 

Observe, again, how Nehemiah speaks of the Al- 
mighty as ^^ the Lord God of heaven, the ^reat and 
terrible God, that k^epeth covenant and mercy for 
them that love him, and observe his command- 
ments.'' Let us learn then, with the Psalmist, even 
while we call upon all the earth to ^^ make a joyful 
noise unto God ;, to sing forth the honour of his 
same, and make his prait^ glorious," still to *Vsay 
unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works! 
Through the greatness of thy power, shall thine 
enemies submit themselves unto thee. All the 
earth shall worship thee; and shall sing unto thee: 
they shall sing to thy name. Come and see the 
works of God ; he is terrible in his doing toward the 
children of men." 
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How completely at variance with tlie spiiii ot 
Scripture, and of its holy writers, is the distressing 
confidence and irreverent familiarity which some 
exhibit in speaking of God, The confidence which 
St. John, and the other inspired writers, speak 
of and exemplify, is the confidence of filial trust, 
which is in perfect harmony with the liunible reve- 
rence and blessed fear of " the poor In spirit," 
and " the lowly in heart." 
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l.Tliey tuili he the less disposed ' to esteem them- 
selves beyond others.'" 



_ tiot 



To esteem ourselves beyond others is a condition 
of the spirit, a state of mind and heart completely 
at variance with growth in holiness. Self-estima- 
tion, however, being a spiritual sin, is very deceit- 
jn after being checked and subdued for 

rwhile, it is very apt to spring up and flourish again. 
Perhaps one of the best means, under Divine grace, 
to free ourselves tirom this uncomfortable and distress- 
ing feeling, is to think of our own besetting sins, when- 
Her we feel a dispotition to be extreme in nmrkin^ 

rhat is done amiss by others. 



I 



a— p«« 47. 
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■• Jf ye ftrr^r« men their Ire^patses, youi- hea- 
ttnly Father will aUo foryive you ; but if ye 
fonfixe not ruen their trespasse*, neither will 
your Father forgive your tretpaites. 

What it is desirable we shotild always remember, 
of that we can hardly be too frequently reminded. 
Our Divine Master knew the heart of man. He 
knew the value of tliis lesion, and also how slow 
we shotild be in learning it ; and therefore He 
often repeats it, and sets it in a variety of lights. 
" Take heed to yourselves; if thy brother trespass 
against thee, rebuke Lim; and if he repent, forgive 
him : and if he trespass against thee seven tim«s in 
a day, and seven limes in a day turn again to Uiee 
saying, I repent, thou shalt forgive him." " When 
yc stand praying, forgive, if ye have aught against 
«ny ; that your Father also, which is in heaven, 
may foi^ve you your trespasses. But if ye do not 
("rgive. neiihw will your Father, which is in hea- 
ven, twrpw your treapasaes.' " Then came P«ier 
10 him. and said. Lord, how oft shall my facother 
•» •CkUM «e. aud I fofjiw him I- dU set«D linNs I 
J«w «utk uto him. I ay «rt „u, tfcee^ „^^ 
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rea times; but until seventy times seven. Tlieie- 
the kingdom of Heaven likened unto a 
:rtain king, which would take acconnt of liis ser- 
And when he had begun to reckou,one wa^ 
(ffought unto him, which owed ten thousand lalenLs. 
But forasmuch as he had not to pay, liia lord 
commanded him to be sold, and liis wile and chil- 
dren, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
The servant therefore fell down and worshipped him, 
saying. Lord, have patience witJi me, and I wiU pay 
thee all. Then the Lord of that servant was moved 
witli compassion, and loosed him, and foi^ve him 
the debt. But the same servant went uut, and found 
one of his fellow -servants, whii:h owed him an hun- 
dred pence; and he laid hands on him, and took 
him by the tbroat, saying. Pay me that thou owest. 
And his fellow-servant fell down at his feet, and 
besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and 
will pay thee all. And he would not, but went 
cast him into prison, till he should pay the 
So when his fellow-servapts saw what was 
4one, they were very sorry, and came and told unto 
iheir lord all that was done. Then his lord, after that 
he had called him, said unto him,0 thou wicked ser- 
vant, 1 forgave thee all that debt because thou de- 
liredst me ; shouldest not thou also have had com- 
passion on thy fellow -servant, even as 1 had pity on 
And his lord was wroth, and deUvered him 
I'the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due 
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unto him. So likeniae shall my heavenly Fatliet 
do alio unto you, it' ye from your hearts forgive aot 
evory one Ills brother, their trespasses." 

The disposition to foi^ve trespasses, and to be 
reluctant to condemn others, evidently proceeds from 
ihe same spirit, Uiat spirit of love, " which will cover 
th« multitude of silts." They are accordingly united 
by Jesus in the following passage : " Judge not, and 
ye sliall not be judged : condemn not, and ye shall 
not be condemned ; foigive, and ye shall be for- 
given." The apostles of Christ, who learned their 
doctrine from His mouth, and were filled with His 
Spirit, keep His sayings, and teach those tilings 
which Ho commanded. " Be ye kind one to another, 
tender hearted, forgiving one another, even as God, 
for Christ's sake, hath forgiven you." " Forbearing 
one another, and forgiving one another, if any man 
have a quarrel against any ; even as Christ forgave 
you, so also do ye." " For he shall have judgment 
witliout mercy, that hath showed no mercy, and 
mercy rejoicelh against judgment." 

The doctrine of the forgiveness of injuries, in the 
spirit of fervent love, throws immediate light upon 
the following passages, which are corollaries of the 
former:—" Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefully nse you, and persecute you ; 
that ye may he the children of your Father, which 
is in heaven ; for he maketh his sun to rise on the 
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evil and on ihe good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love 
you, what reward have ye ? Do not even the pub- 
lican* the same ? And if ye salute your bretliren 
only, what do ye more than others ? do not even 
publicans so ? Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
;r Father, which is in heaven, is perfect." " Re- 
eompencenomanevilforevil. Dearly beloved, avenge 
not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath ; 
for it is written, Vengeance is mine; 1 will repay, 
saith the Lord." " Now therefore there is utterly a 
fault among you, because ye go to law one with 
another. Why do ye not rather take wrong ? Why 
do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded." 
" See that none render evil for evil, but contra- 
riwise, blessing ; knowing that ye are thereunto 
[led, that ye should inherit a blessing." 
We shall indeed soon learn by experience, that 
and resentment are uneasy inmates of the 
breast, and destructive of peace of mind and 
Cliriatian comfort. But whatever be the strength of 
our conviction, although the result of repeated and 
painful transgression, yet are the foregoing lessons 
of Jesus and His apostles so much at variance 
with the corrupt spirit of man, that he who would 
imitate " the meekness and gentleness of Christ," 
he who would attain to such a sublime height of 
Cliristian excellence, must live in the exercise of 
lively faith, of continual prayer, and of all hohness; 
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(Uid 9veii then may aomelimes fail to practise wht 
he preaches. 



E.— page 50. 

" Giving nit diligf'>ce, then let us strive to ' add 
to D«r faith mrtue ; and to virtue, knawUdge : 
and to kn<»vled<,e, temperance ; and lo temper- 
ance, patience : audio patience, godlineMi and 
togoHliness, hrotherh, kindness; andto brotktrly 
kindnrss, charity. For if these Ihhifft be in ut 
and abound, they make «« that «>e shaU Milker 
be barren nor unfruitful in the knatnledge of 
our Lord Jens Christ.' " 

Virtue, knowled^, temperance, and patience. lo 
xrhich may be added sincerity, moderation. cont«it- 
tnenl, actiTity, cheerfulness, and courtesy, are loo 
•pi to be thought the lessons of mere moral pliilo- 
sopliy. These Christian graces, or mond ^-irtues, 
are, however, prominently inculcated throughout tl»e 
whole of Scripture; and it is important to notice, 
thai while faith stands first as the onlv foundation, 
brotherly kindness and charity hold the last and 
^k finislung place in the scale of eaeeHence 5i\-en by 
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^■p. Peter in the above simple and beautiful passage. 
K. " Charity sufTereth long, and is kind ; charity cn- 
vieth Dot ; charity vauatetli aot itself, is not puffed 
up; dotli not behave itself unseemly; seeketh not 
her own ; is not easily provoked ; tliinketli no evil ; 
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in truth ; 
beareth all things, believeth all things, liopeth all 
H things, endureth all things." 

^^ Ah ! it is easier far to speak with the tongues of 
IP^en and angels, to understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, to bestow all one's goods lo feed the 
poor, and to give the body to be burned, than topus- 
Hess that charity which is the bond of pecfectness 
and the absence of all selfishness, which teaches uk 
to pray for others more than for ourselves, and to 
seek the good of others witti more untiring xeal than 
corrupt nature seeks its own. This divine love can 
rorae only from the Spirit of love ; let us seek it from 
_Him. 

' O Lord, who hast taught us that all our doings, 
kithout charity, are nothing worth ; send thy Holy 
Uiost, and pour into our hearts that moat excellent 
ft of charity, which is the very bond of peace and 
f all virtues, without which, whosoever liveth is 
ninted dead before thee. Grant this for thine 
nly Son, Jesus Clirist's sake. Amen." 

e would cherish this tender plant from heaven, 
e must continually seek the fostering dews of the 
Spirit of grace ; we must cast forth every unkindly 
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feeling, that we may give rogm for its mcreaae until 
it occupies our wjiole heart. ;,,. V.1 ..*.. ,00-5. . 

, - • . -I I ?Jn:1;» V i!v/ ha/ 
. -^ f t ; ' * r - '.fl ■ J .' *0 ^'' 

F.— Page 50. ■• ■ '• -^^u'no 

** Search the Scr^^turei:*' .1 . 

Ep^yqmf tpsearch, search diligently^ an v^sligiite, 
track. The. word here, in its whole fei^t,tT implies 
to search carefully, and pursue closely ejnary indica* 
, tion of the sense of the Scriptures. For this purpose 
we are to search the whole of the Scriptures 1 iiot the 
Gospels only, nor the j^istles only:, but th^ entire 
.Word of God, the Old Testament as well as the 
New. Our Master, Jesus, the teacher of all faithful 
Christians, and his apostles, who had His.mindand His 
Spirit, often refer us to the Old Testament : the graces 
therein exemplified and commended, we are diligently 
to pursue ; the sins condemned and punished we are 
carefully to avoid. " Remember Lot'§ wife/' " Be- 
hold we count them happy which endure. Ye have 
heard of the patience of Job.'' '^ Elias was a man 
subject to like passions as we*are, and he pray^ 
earnestly that it might not rain; and it rained not 
on the earth by the space of three years and six 
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itbs. And he prayed again, and the heaven 
;*e rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit." 
" And what shall I more say, for the time would fail 
me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, 
and of Jeptha, of David also, and Samuel, and of the 
prophets," 

" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
id profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousaeas ; that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works." Particular benefits are to be derived, under 
the Divine blessing, from each particular portion ofthe 
Word ofGod; and he who neglects any portion, 
practically proves that he thinks that part unneces- 
sary, and that he is wiser than Him by whom all 
was given, precisely as it now stands. In tlie Scrip- 
tures, and in the Scriptures only, we have truth 
without any mixture of error ; truth, not as preached 
and explained by one or by another short-sighted 
and erring man, but truth as it proceeds Irom 
its eternal Author. Now God always demands 
9 those proofs of the sincerity of our faith, 
f we reflectcalmly, we must perceive to be the 
ly true proofs; the evidence, namely, of something 
^one suitable, in each case, to the nature of the point 
professed to be believed. Thus, if we sincerely be- 
lieve that the Bible is a divinely inspired and un- 
ng history of our race, that It is capable of giving 
all needful information respecting that nnseen 
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world of spirits to which we belong, that it declares 
to us the principles by which our state in eternity 
will be decided, and that it is the counsel aod ad- 
vice of the Being possessed of infinite power, wis- 
dom, and goodness, we shall certainly be led fra^ 
quently to read it, carefully to examine it, and 
seriously to reflect upon it. This is the very test, 
the thing to be done, which God requires of us, as 
the only proof of the sincerity of our professed faith 
upon this point. All have some leisure time^ espe- 
cially on the Sabbath-day. There are other proofs of 
a man being a Christian, but this is one indispensa* 
ble in all, that they employ some portion of their 
leisure time in '* searching the Scriptures." 



G.— Page 51. 

** Much remains secret with the Supreme Being, 
^inhabiting light unapproachable;^ much is 
partially revealed, * we see by a mirror i}b' 
scurely.^ 



S tf 



Never should that leading doctrine of revealed 
religion be lost sight of, — ^that the state of man is a 
state of probation, and that there is much of trial in 
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Bthe dealings of God with him. Tlius God's Word 

' is a constant trial unto man. In the sttidy 

3of, pride, the original laintand abiding sin ot'our 

in, will stitl be our ruin ; humility, our safety. 

■e is a warning in the history of the fall of Adam, 

nich should ever be before our eyes. Tlie tempta- 

to of the deceiver was, " your eyes shall be opened, 

I ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." 

PtAnd when the woman saw that the tree was to be 

wred to make one wise, she took of the fruit 

)f, and did eat ; and givve also unto her hus- 

with her, and hn did eat." 

'Let all then beware of such systems, such " doc- 

nes and commandments of men," as leave nothing 

Scret with God ; let all remember that the wisest 

VnA most pious men, those the most advanced in 

holiness, have ever been the readiest to adopt the 

words of St Paul, " Now we know in part, and see 

by a mirror obscurely;" let all give heed to the 

warning of St. Peter, that there are, in the epistles 

of St. Paul, "some things hard to be understood, 

which tliey that are unlearned and unstable wrest, 

as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own 

destruction." 

Tliis life is the childhood of our existence, and the 
ur knowledge are proportioned to such 
One important lesson to be learned is this, 
IS the comprehension and knowled^ of ere- 
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ated beings can never eqnal thoM of Him wko is 
infinite in all perfections, they tntsst of necessity ac- 
quire a disposition to make proper use of tfaat^hidi 
they do know, and cheerfully trust the rest to their 
Creator. Hiey must learn not to be dtverted from 
principles which they can comprehendy and do cer^ 
^inly know, by any perplexity arising from that 
which is obscure. Enough light is afforded to guide 
the humble on their careful way to heaven; enough 
darkness remains for '* the proud to stumble and fall." 
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" It is God the Holy Ghost who only can remove 
the veil from our hearts and mvndSy who can 
cause the darkness to pass away from our spiritSy 
^ the Sun of Righteousness to arise with healing 
in his beamSy ^ the fulness of the Godhead^ 
and the light of divine glory in Jesus Christ to 
shine upon us,** • 

The incarnation of Jesus Christ, ^e coming of the 
Son of Grod in the flesh, is the most surprising of 
all miracles, the most wonderful of all events re- 
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corded in Scripture. A love of tnith, the fruit of 
conviction, and a desire of knowledge 6rmly founded 
upon fa.cl», me ooble qualities implanted deeply in 
the soul of man by Him who formed it. And in 
proportioii to the importance of the subject of ouc 
inquiries, precisely in that proportion do we seek for 
facts, for knowledg-e, for conviction, for truth. Now 
we believe and feel ourselves to be immortal bein^, 
dependent for all things upon Almighty God, tlie 
Sovereign Lord of all creation. To become ac- 
quainted with him, so far as our faculties enable us, 
and that will be just bo far as is expedient for us, is 
an object infinitely surpassing all others in impor- 
tance. To enable ns to do this in the mauuer most 
satisfactory to our spirits, to supply us with facts, 
from which we might derive entire conviction, was 
one of the chief purposes of God in coming upon 
earth. He inhabiteth light unapproachable. He is 
concealed in the exceeding brightness of infinite per- 
tiectiOD. No man hath seen, nor can see Him. No 
created being, even by a never-ending progress, will 
ever exhaust the riches of the divine glories. " The 
seraphim hide their faces with their wings, and cry 
one to anotlier. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
liOBts; the whole earth is full of his glories." But 
that we might know Him in part, and learn to trust 
in His mercy and His love, He came and dwelt 
,B, full of grace and truth. 
'* And confessedly great is the mystery of godli- 
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ness." It has staggered and well nigh overcome the 
dawning faith of many h^hlj gifted and inquiring 
minds. It has been, and, alas ! still is, a stumbling- 
stone to others, who have our love and our prayers. 
Fully to comprehend the necessity of this wonderftil 
work of divine humility and love is beyond the 
power of man. To God belongs counsel, to man 
submission. Since, then, that which was hidden 
from the foundation of the world has been brought 
to light, that which was prophesied through thou- 
sands of years, which needed infinite wisdom to de- 
vise, and infinite goodness to effect, has been accom- 
plished; since God has so greatly and incompre- 
hensibly humbled Himself for us men and for our 
salvation, let all that name the name of Christ 
often inflame their hearts with hcJy gratitude, often 
read the sacred history of His life, and meditate upon 
His words and actions. So, we trust, shall the 
prayers of many on their behalf be heard, the veil 
be taken away from their minds, and '' the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the iraage of 
God, shine unto them.'' « 

Blessed Lord, reveal Thyself in Thine own light, 
One with the Father, to all that love Thy name, and 
give unto them the words of eternal life. And if it 
be poBsiUe for any to be saved who do npt bow the 
knee to Thee, who reject Thy atonement, and trust 
in their own righteousness, save in unbelief all that 
do not offend of malicious wickedness. Receive 
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these our prayers, which we offer unto Thy Divine 
Majesty, who reigtiest with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, c«rer one God, world without end. Amen. 



I.— Page 53. 

** We are in every way diligently to exert our own 
faculties, we are to search, to consider, to com^ 
pare, to infer, to reason, and to conclude,** 

The duties of searching and considering the Scrip- 
tures haVe beien already proved. Of comparing the 
Scriptures I shall bring forward but one instance ; 
that of St Paul, in the beginning of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. He there assembles together several 
passages, compares them, reasons upon each, states 
the necessary inferences, and draws a general con- 
clusion from the whole, in support of that comer- 
stone of revfealed religion, the divinity of Jesus 
Christ: That it is man's duty to driaw inferences 
from Scripture our Master plainly teaches : ** Ye 
do err, (said He to the Sadducees,) not knowing the 
Scriptures; for as touching the resurrection of the 
dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto 
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you by God, ta3riiify I «& 'llie Ood of Abraham, 
and the God oCiatac«««i>tiieOod'1irjdUx»b>Ji'God 
is not the God of the dettd; bntof th«^Xviiigii''^Aliteii8 
pronounces that they orred; and jtet ao^^itecis .the 
inference from being plain at €rat>«i([^ht> that <mi^ one 
will feel the full force of the arg«njieii%^^wbo'lltB 
not long indulged habits of reflection, > -' ^^^1 ? ■'^ 

Such are some of the Scriptural prdofroT^be ge- 
neral position, that it is our duty, in every way, 
diligently to exert our faculties in the investigation 
of truth ; the necessity and duty of the same exer- 
tion, in the application of the principles of Scripture^ 
is no less evident. One of the lessons of our Master 
to his disciples is this, '* Remember Lpt's wife." 
Now, if it be sinful to employ reason in a careful 
consideration of all circumstances, this precept would 
have beea hitherto vain^ox no case precisely similar 
to that of Ii)t*s.wife. has. ever yet aince occurred. 
The lesson, however, is most important, and that 
diligent use of bis. faculties^ .wUch is man's boundeh 
duty, will .easily point out the application of ifc tp 
every human being^^ . . . / , . ..^ ,,, ; 

Once more* Jesus came as . our .perfect examj^e 
in all things; but without individual i^pliqilaon it is 
evidently impossible for us to dctriv^e the. benefit in- 
tended. Now such a thorough examination: aiid at- 
tentive consideration of the whole life, actions, and 
* discourses of Jesus Christ, as is necessary in order 
to understand '^ the Spirit of Christ;" '' the mind 



wlijch was in liim'' re(|uiresthe strenuous exertion of 
the utmost faculties we severally possess. 

Nations, like individuals, are apt to rush from 
one extreme into its opposite, and the foregoing 
Scriptural proofs and illustrations of the general po- 
sition, that it is the duty of man diligently to exett 
every faculty he possesses, in the investigation and 
application of Scripture, may not be without use.' 
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MTowhom be the honour taid gloTy of ever if iking 
great and good in fallen man." 



" As the finiug-pot for silver, and the furnace for 
gold, so is a man to Lis praise :" — there is nothing so 
trying; and a Christian becomes so weary of compli* 
ments from Satan and from himself, as to he totally 
unwilling to receive them from any other quarter. It 
is easy to show respect in other ways ; but many do 
not seem aware that a man of understanding looks 
upon flattery to be an insult, and that a mind of re- 
fined delicacy, even while it may forgive, still feel* 
every semblance of it unpleasant. 
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" Verily Ikou art a God that hidest thyself, God 
of Israel, the Saniojtr." Pa. xvi. 



Tliere i* a very close analogy belween things 
ral, and things revealed. The God of nature, 
the God of reveiation, is the same. On His 
and on His works, the same attributes of in- 
love, infintte wisdom, and infinite power are 
idly Htamped. It is easy to trace the strongest 
lance in many different points of view. To 
the one before ub — look at the works of (io<l . 
The acutest minds have been employed for ages in 
their investigation, and what is the resalt ? That 
is in every plant that springs, in every different 
ft!, in the essences and properties of alt things, 
that de6es detection. God gives to all their 
leTgies and their peculiar qualities. He is in all, 
and through all. But while our spirits confess His 
presence, He is concealed from our immediate view 

['erily. thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God 
irael, the Saviour." 

ik again at the dealings of God with nations, 
;nd individuals. See the triumph of oppression, 
nd the wrongs of innocence ; see principles of uni- 
G 2 
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venal good often producing particular evils. There 
is much that we cannot fathom. Nations sitting for 
ages in the shadow of death. Prayers, incessant 
prayers for the spiritual good of others, it may be of 
some near and dear to us, unanswered. '' O the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and- know- 
ledge of God ! How unsearchal^ are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out !^ Yet, ^hile liiuch 
is hidden, the light of love shines visibly throughout 
all. ^' Clouds and darkness are round about him ; 
righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his 
throne." v * 

Look again at the work of God in' the touhof 
man. Scrutinize the lives of those who have evi- 
dently endeavoured to detail, with honest fidelity, the 
marvellous operation of the Holy Ghost upon them- 
selves. Ahnost all learn finally to suspect th^ na- 
ture of any imagined particular and sensibie im- 
pressions, and therefore caution others against ex- 
pecting, in answer to their continual prayer; th)oiigh 
Jesus Christ, any thing mcire than the preventilog awl 
inworking, although hidden'grace of Gdd. : *And if 
(God's holy name be praised) He ** h&tth oatted^you 
from darkness into His marveUons Kght,*' ^uld you 
speak morew^y than thtts : ^* ^e tyngi ktktiiw, 
that whereas I was blind, ndw'I s^/* '^*?Veray, 
thou aM a God that hklest thyself, O 6od of isrdel, 
the Siiviour." 
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**.ThewiMdbl0W€thrU}here itliitethiOndtkou hearest 

tk^sofUMd thereof y but ctuist not tell whence it 
^ cemethj nmd tohither it goeth^ so ie every one that 

U-bogm\of the Spirit.** 

• 

' ^^ These tht^fs saiUi He that is holy. He that is 
true; He that hath the key of David; He that 
openethy and no man shutteth; He that shutteth 
and no man openeth.'' 

Let us even, to the end of our course, often ponder 
this saying of our blessed Lord. I^et us ever maintain 
a b<dy caution* Let us continue still to work out 
our own salvation with fear and trembling ; for He 
that worketh in us is a jealous Gpd. Let us watch 
and pray always, that we niay not offend the author 
and cberiflher of our Spiritual life. Let us watch 
the motions of our heart ; let us '' keep it with all 
diligence, for out of it are the issues of life/* If we 
** vex the Holy Spirit/' He will privily depart 
ftom us; and then, while we have a name to live, 
and grow ifi the praises of all men, we shall be as 
wfaited sepulchres, speaking peace to ourselves, not 
seeing our own state ; for the Spirit of Truth having 
secretly retired from us, truth will be hidden irom 
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our eyes* If a num had led a holy, Chriatiaa &e 
for forty yean, and oonld not thea Juwl^ jn U9 
heart to cast all away, to eount all thiaga bmt tow 
for the excellency of the kaowl^dge of Chmt JeMi 
our Lord ; to fling himself on his face at the foot^ 
the croiM, andery, *' God be meretMvto aatkaiWi'' 
aer,*" he would Keexpoaad lohelUfiM.. '« Wh#al 
fthaH say to die rigbtaova thai he shdL aunly hste, 
if he trust to his own rightcettsncaoes» aad coapiit 
iniquity, all his righteousnesaes shall not be ceaiem- 
bered ; but for his iniquky dmi he halii oomfsitted 
he shril surriydk." 



0.— Page 57. 

ft 
^* The general principles of Scripture are eternal 

truths, and appity txacify to man under ali cir- 

cAmstances,'* 

There are also, throughout the Bible, particular 
prece(>ls, 0^ a mote or iess limited tnatm^; l>ut tjbey 
an likewise contain seme germ fif aniveijpal^rath. 
In these more es|peciaUy '^ wisdgtt» is* |ff9ft<»W»i . U> 
directs" ..,-., ...... ^ 

The pointB argued ia the text» ihosi^ n^niely of 
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ereign freedom and secret working ol' God 
ty Ghost, are instancea of the conclusion 
stated above. The whole of this wotk is in fact an 
lUustratioB of that position. Tlie overlaying the 
general principles and eternal truths of Scripture, by 
a gradually accumulating mass of human reasonings 
and explanations is one of Satan's master strokes. 
There is hardly one text brought forward in these 
pages, that might not be shown, with a great display 
of profound learning and argument, to be quoteij 
improperly ; that difficult problem of the primary ap- 
plication of each, to the person or persons originally 
addressed, being lengthily demonstrated. 



let Ks psneven in ttriviag faithfully to do our 

wl, and He will give us the victory, thatmost dif- 

\ficult of all victories, the victory over ourselves.'' 



B -whole scope and tenor, the whole meaning; 
and sense of Scripture leaves no hope either for the 
proud and self-righteous, or for such as call Christ 
Lord, Lord, while they go on in careless security, not 
striving daily to do the things which He commands. 
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Frcling, as we man do, that our destiny iq eternitj 
i% at stake, let us beware of that boroni impostor, 
tlist greateit o( all deceivere, our own deceitful 
liearU. If v/e are determined to perish, let uaatleast 
die ill the light, with our eyea open, seeing^ the con- 
tequeiiceii of uur principles aud actions. Consider 
now certain precepts of our I^rd and Master, Jesus 
Christ, and tliendecidefar yourselves, whether anywbo 
live a life of pleasure, of self- gratification, of ^ifitual 
sloth, are 10 be numbered among His faithful, obedi- 
rnl, active, diligent, self-dcDying, and watchful dis- 
(iples, " Strive to enter iu at the strait gate; for 
many 1 say unto you, will seek, to enter in, and 
shull not be able." " Labour not ibr the meat 
which perisheth; but for that meal which the Son 
of man shall give unto you." " And he said 10 
tjiem all, If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross dally, and follow 
me." If there is no striving, no labouring, no con* 
tinual efforts, no cross, no daily self-denial in our 
religion, we are not disciples of Jesus, we are DOt 
learners in the school of Christ; for constant inortift- 
cation of the naturat man, continual oppositioa to 
the sinful inclinatious of our fallen nature, is one of 
the very rudiments of Christianity. " If thy right 
eye otlend thee pluck it out aud cast it. from thee; 
for it is profitable for tliee that one of thy membera 
should perish, and not that thy whole body aliould 
be cast into hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, 



f it off and Ciat it front thefe ■ for ft is prbfitable 
for tKee that one of thy memliera should perish, and 
notthatthy whole body should becast into hell." Not 
only are the sins, whicli most easily beset us ; not 
only are the master evils of our heart and nature to 
be foMaken and abandoned; but thing^s which are 
dear to us as a right eye, and seemingly necessary as 
a right hand, are to he plucked out, are to be cut otT, 
if they offend iir; if on our bended knees in prayer 
conscience testify og'ainat them ;- -or they will be the 
cause of our being cast into hell, •' where the worm 
dicthnot, and the fire is not quenched." There must 
be no tampering with temptation, no parleying with 
the devil : if we try to cheat, Satan is sure to win. 
Reader, have you began to receive and attend to 
these instructions of Christ? Are these lessons prac- 
tically familiar to you? If not, go to Him in faith, 
and astc Him, by His Spirit, to incline you to learn; 
lo commence to teach you by His word, and His ex- 
ample, and thus to train and prepare you for heaven. 
Tliere are many deceivers in the world, on the right 
hand and on the left ; but keep close to Christ, ap- 
ply His precepts and masims to the establishment of 
vouT principles, to the regulation of your heart and 
lumper, and to your daily conduct, and you will be 
safe. He has ever been, and will ever be, Himself 
the teacher, by His word and by His Spirit, of all 
whona He will acknowledge as His disciples at the 
Iw dtcia ive day, when the true and the false will be 
3 6 
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iin«TriDgly diBtingnished. and sefitrated far ever. 
Once more. " And what 1 say unto you I say unto 
lUl, WMch." Unlo sll who deaire to learn af Him, 
of every age, name, and country ; onto all, high and 
low, rich and poor, beginners in the T^th, and mas- 
ters in Israel, Christ says, " Watch:" and a few 
verses before, "Take ye heed; watch and pray." 
Whilst on earth no one is free from danger : we are 
all in a hostile land. If we take Christ as our leader 
nnd our captain ; if we heartily and zealously etiliiit 
in His service; strive lawfully, fight manfully under 
His triumphant banner, against the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, and continue Christ's faithful Boldien 
and servants unto our life's end, we shall at length 
lie made more thaik conquerors through Hiia that 
loved u3, and died for us. But let all remember, 
that while life endures, the battle will still rage 
around us, the victory will not yet be gained. Let VM 
tiien " put on the whole armour of God, that w« 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil i 
for we wrestle not against flesh and blood, bat 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. Wherefore let us take 
unto ouiselvcs the whole armour of God, that we 
n)ay be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. Let us stand, therefore, having 
our loins girt about witii truth, having on the hittMt- 
plate of righteousness, and our feet shod with th« 
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preparation of the gospel of peace ; above ad, taking 
the shield of faitli, tlie helmet of ealvation, which is 
the hope of ^ory ; aud tJia sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God ; praying always with all prayer 
^^m4 suppUcatioQ ill the Spirit." 
^WThis 13 no idle fable. Tliese are not unmeaning 
^Blttds. Tliey are the inEpired words of the veteran 
^"pRuJ, He exiiorts ua to follow Him, even aa he 
abo followed Christ. It is still true — eartli is a. 
battie-held, where many are falling around us. 
" Watch ye, (my fellow-sold iers,) stand faat in the 
faith : quit you like men ; be strong." The Judge of 
the contest is ever at hand, marking our conduct in 
llie various fortune of the fight. Death ia our dis- 
charge, : Godliness will bless, ungodliness will damn 
us iai ever. 




Q.— Page 62. 



thoae in whom laith in the blood and righte- 
iB of Jesas Christ is an ever-strengthening prin- 
ciple, dealli daily wears a less alarming aspect. By 
a tiTing, and therefore growing faitli i^Jesus Christ, 
by fleeing to Him continually as a refuge from the 
storm, and a covert from tie heat, we shall gradually 
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become more and more assured that He is, and will 
be our Redeemer and out Saviour, uatjl our hearts 
are entirely filled with the blessed liope of being, 
through Him, ever on the verge of eternal hap- 
pineKs. 

" Being Juatitied by faith, we have peace with 
God, through ourl»rd Jesus Christ; by whom also 
we have access by faith into this grace, wherein ws 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God, And 
not only so, but we glory in tribulations alio ; know* 
ing that tribulation worketh patience ; and patience^ 
experience : and experience hope ; and hope maketb 
not ashamed ; because the love of God is ahed^ 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, wkich ia. 
tfiven unto us." It is by suffering that we are made 
'■onquerovs. Welcome then the sorrows of the heart ; 
welcome " good and evil report." And thou,gfnni< 
shade, with whom is the last struggle, where is thy 
sting ? Death, in the might of the Lord, we bid thea- 
welcome to the contest. Tlie grave is the gamer 
of the children of God, the path which our departed 
friends (for ever dear, for deatli bursts not the bonds. 
of the friendship of the soul) have trod, leading ■ 
through the valley of shadows, to tlie nianskins of 
our Heavenly Father. Tins is the truniphant prin- 
ciple that overcometh the world, Satan, aiui the 
grave, even ojir faith. God giveth ua the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Thanks be luito 
Him for His unspeakable gill. 
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" The life of a Christian is hid with Christ in 
I," and tbe less the spirit is distracted Irom Tel' 
lowship, through the Mediator, with " the God of 
the spirits of all flesh," the hohcr and the happier is 
it rendered. They who abuse their Christian liberty 
I will always suffer proportionable loss. The way 
r to know more of the Lord is to know less of 
tbe world. " The things whieh are seen are tempo- 
d; but the thin^ which are not seen are eternal." 
fiXbe less we expose ourselves to tlie influence cf the 
I, the greater will become the power of the other 
topODUB. 

f >Tbe frequent reading of newspapers, reviews, 
I an^zines, &c. is much opposed to steady and in- 
creasing progress in " the path of the just, that shin- 
eth more and more unto the perfect day." If we 
, would go on from strength to strength, growing in 
e fiTiits of the Spirit, we must, so far as ever cir- 
ibmstancee will permit, withdraw our thoughts from 
vil raen, and eril things of this sinfal world, 
habitually tiiro them to that happy world, 
Kre all are holy, and where God is seen in all his 
adorable jierfcctions, and excellent majesty. So 
shall the following exceeding great and precious 
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promiae be accoaiplished unto us: " He dnUstof^ 
petb his ears from hearing of blood, and ahutteth bu 
tyat from seeing evil; he shdl dwell on high; 
hi* place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks; 
bread shall be given him ; hia water dhall be sure. 
Thine eyes ^all see U>e King in his beauty ; they 
shall behold llie land that is very far off." They 
who love the Lord their God with all their soul, witli 
all their mind, with all theii heart, and with allth^ 
strength, will feel their happiness increased by being 
drawn nearer and nearer to Him; they wilt enjoy 
the great peace of those that love His law, and 
ifaiu^ shall ofTend them. They will walk afiter the 
example of their Masteri seeking to do good 
fiery furnace of the world; but the flame thereof 
will not pass upon them, for the angei of His pre- 
sence will guard them. " In thee, O Lord, do 1 
put my trust ; let me never be ashamed ; deliver me 
in thy righteousness. Bow down thtne ear to me; 
deliver me speedily ; be thou my strong rock, for a 
bouse of defence to save me. For thou art my rock 
and my fortress; therefore for thy name's sake lead 
me anil guide me. Into thine hand I commit my 
tpicit; thou ha^t redeemed me, O Lord God of 
ttuth. [ have hated tliem that regard lyiug vani- 
ties; but I trust in the Lord, t will be glad and 
rejoice in thy mercy ; for thou hast considered my 
trouble : thou hast known my soul tn adversities, 
My times are in thy hand. Make thy face to shine 
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\ mpon tliy servant; save me for thy mercy's sake. 

let me not be ashamed, O Lord ; for I have called 

)i{xin thee : let the wicked be atihamed ; and let 

tliem be silent in the grave. Let the lying lips be 

put to silence, which speak grievous things proudly 

knd contemptuously against the righteoua. Oh, 

btw great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up 

r them that fear thee ; which thou hast wrought 

f'A>r them that trust in thee, before the sons of men. 

1 EQalt hide them in the secret of thy presence 

torn the pride of man ; thou shall keep them secretly 

* pavilion from the strife of tongues. O, love 

e Lord, ail ye his saints ; for the Lord preserveth 

■ ^e faithful, and plenteously rewardeth the prouU 

I'Voer. Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen 

ir heart, all ye that hope in the Lord," ^ 
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■ If we neglect any particular point of doctrine, God 
does not work a miracle upon our minds, by inter- 
fering with their ordinary operations, to supply our 
neglect; but supposing it such as may not be fetal 
r salvation, we are nevertheless sure to suffer 

roportionable loss in our Christian comfort and 
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peace. Thus, I am inclined to think, there have 
been some good men, whose joy in the Lord and 
habitual anticipation of beaten has been g^reatly di- 
minished, by their not receiving' the crowning doc- 
trine of the righteousness of Christ itipikted to iis 
by faith, as the weddnig garment, as our true meet- 
ness and preparation for heaven. Many a holy 
Christian has walked humbly and diHg^tlfly'wift his 
God, by fyth in Jesus Christ, Who ^tlOs^i^^^ 
some degree, m bondage vUL the days of MiMb^^fifiA6 
disregard or unbelief of this most blessed trul3i')i5f ^ 
gospel; perhaps thinking it a dangerotfs ilbctHn^*; 
or one not plainly irevMed. It may be ^bds^l-^li 
is one of the higber degrees of Christian kncHrfedgis, 
not attained by all. But when, by foHcni^ing^ oti, we 
grow *^ unto a perfect man, unto the tnesttntre ofVhe 
stature of the fulness of Christ;" when we ffeel 
Jesus'^hrist to be made unto us of God, "vd^o^, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redem{)- 
tion, to be all we need, and all in all; it will pro*- 
duce in us such overflowings of heart, such livdy 
thankfulness, such ardent prayers, such fervent 
praises, as are the best fruits and genuine working 
of that holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord. 
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^.Let us suTrender oarseloes entirety to Hit Spirit 
and His Word." 

Mt^, The Spirit of God can do that for us which no 
^ iHiinau being can do. He knows our precise state 
snclition ; He can open the treasures of Scrip- 
l^re to U3 in a wise and perfect way ; He can take 
f the thinga of Christ, and show them unto us as 
e able to bear ihem, and thus guide us gmdu- 
lily into all truth. Reader, are you keen-sighted 
a discerniDg tlie imperl'ections of men? Have you 
I ( spirit impatient of human instruction ? The Being 
ossesscd of infinite goodness and infinite wisdom 
gpndescends to oiler Himself to teach you by His 
lirit and His Word ! Are you too stiff- neclced, too 
roud to leani of God ? Alas ! what further offer 
a be made to you ? 
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are created immortal, and ! 
■ the eternal consequences of oui 



e cannot escape 
existence upou 



I 



forth. God calls upon at in Uu Word to make 
the choice cfufhat those amssqvencet tkaWbe." 

The {Kurer, indeed, to cbooee that which is good 
is gjven of God, and thererore we are continnall; 
taught to seek it from Htm ; but the act of choice i) 
executed by man, and therefore we are called upon 
to e»ert it. " I have set before you life and death, 
blessing- and cursing; therefore choose life, that botli 
ikou and thy seed may live." " Choose you this 
day whom you will serve : as fbr me and my house 
we will serve the Lord." " Tlie words of the Lofd 
are pure words." Now he inspired His servant the 
Psalmist to declare " 1 have chosen the way of 
truth ; thy judgments have ! laid before me :" and 
again, " Let thine hand help me, for I have chosen 
thy precepts." 

Hie God of perfect knowledge and unerring tnitib 
speaks thus in the book of Proverbs : " Because I 
have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out 
my hand, and no man regarded ; but ye have set at 
nought my counsel, and would none of my reproof: 
I also will laugh at your calamity ; 1 will mock when 
your fear Cometh ; when your fear cometh as deso- 
lation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind ; 
when distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then 
shall they call upon me, but I will not answer ; they 
shall seek me early, but they shall not find me, for 
that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the 
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fear of tlie Lord ; they luould none of my counsel ; 
they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they 
f ihe fmit of their own way, and be filled with 

{lir own devices. For the turning away of the 
i shall slay them, and the prosperity of fooU 
I deatroy them. But whoso hearkeneth unto 

^ahall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear 
fvil." 

ff- Thus saith the Lord unto tlie eunuchs, that keep 

^Sabbaths, and choose the things tliat please me, 
"wd take hold of my covenant ; even unto them will i 
give in mine house, and within my walls, a place and 
a name better than of sons and of daughters ; 1 will 
give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut 
off." 

And again, the Lord saith, "Therefore will I 
number you to the sword, and ye sliall all bow down 
to the slaughter; because when I called, ye did not 
answer ; when I spake, ye did not hear ; but did 
evil before mine eyes, and diiLcltoose* that wherein 
I delighted not." 

Our Master, even Christ, whose wonls dwell in all 
his faithful disciples, teaches us to speak in (Jie 
same manner: "One thing is needful, and Mary 
liath chosen that, good part, which shall not be taken 
away from her." 

Would any be " no more children, tossed to and 

• Obtwrc here, and in !i. Ixyi. 4 

ungodly ate repteatatai w 
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fro, and carried about with ev^ wind of doctnnef* 
would any share the heartfeltjoys of lively and 8t€^d- 
hMt faith — ^to them God antwereth and saithf ^ Bow 
down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and 
apply thine heart unto my knowledge. For it is a 
pleasant thing, if thou keep them within thee ; they 
shall withal be fitted in thy lips. That tby^ trust 
may be in the Lord, I have made known to thee this 
day, even this day. Have not I written to thee ex- 
cellent things in counsels and knowledge, that I 
might make thee know the certainty of the words of 
truth ; that thou mightest answer, the wordt^ of truth 
to them that send unto thee." 



X.— Page 71. 

** Let us humbly y perseveringly ^ gratefully ^ and 
cheerfully follow that way of salvation which 
He points out to us in His Word, and use those 
means of salvation which He. has ordained and 
blessed,*' 

To think that we have every thing and abound, is 
the sure way rapidly to lose whatever measure of 
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grace we may have attained ; to think that wc have 
nothing, is to be for ever beginning in the Christian 
life. Let us learn to praise God, and to thank Him 
for whatever we may have attained, and to hold fast 
*' a gwid hope through grace," " that He which hath 
begun a good work in ns will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ." " He hatli showed thee, O 
man, what Is good ! and what doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God." 

That we may be enabled thus to act, and thus to 
live, God teaches us to seek His face ever more, to 
pray to him continually for the preventing and in- 
working grace of the Holy Spirit, and to commit all 
our ways to Him ; truating for acceptance only to 
t!ie name and mediation of Jesus Christ. Let us 
strive heartily, sincerely, and faithfully to perform 
our part, and God will not be wanting unto us. He 
will have mercy upon our infimiities ; He will do for 
us more than either we desire or deserve ; He will 
rul61 to us His promises for His own glory, and for 
His great name's sake, in virtue of His covenant 
made with us in Christ Jesus; He will bless unto 
us His ordinaucea. And this should ever be our 
hope — simply and singly in the promises ofGod, 
made to us t!irough Jesus Christ, and in the constant 
steady use of the means which he hath ordained ; 
thus walking forward in that path to heaven which 
He has pointed out. To look too narrowly into the 



manner of our performaace of our Chmtian duties 
H a temptation and a wiare; for to pore for e»er 
upon our ovn corruption is a heavy burden, iui un- 
easy yoke : to be continually measuring our own' 
imagined increase in Iioliness, is too apt to produce 
•piritual pride. " For a man to search lib own 
glory, is not glory." If we are enabled more and 
more to forget ourselves, and to persevere in believ- 
ing, praying, hoping, and acting in the name of 
Jesus, God is thus leading us forward in His own 
wonderful way ; a way in a g^reat degree hidden 
from us, yet Fie is every day and hour bringing us 
by it nearer to heaven. 

Blessed Lord ! the desire of our souls is unto Thy 
name; Thou art our hope, and our ttren^h; we 
wait upon Thee for help. We praise Thee, we glo- 
rify Thee, we adore Thee, for Thy great love in 
coming to seek and to save those that were lost, for 
Thine agony and bloody sweat, for thy cross and 
passion, endured for us and for many. As Thou 
wast Ufted up, even so lift us up above this wicked 
world, and draw us unto thyself. Deal with us as, 
in Thy wisdom and Thy goodness, Thou seest best ; 
only enable us ever to love and to serve Thee more 
and more ; and so, when at length sin shall be over- 
come in death, we shall wake up in Thy likeness, 
and shall be satisfied. Amen. 
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fitin^nile in goodness, and in mercy." 

Hiere is no one point more stroogly, or more fre- 
itly dwelt upon in Scripture, than the infinite 
mercy and long-suffering goodness of our God. 
Every one of tiie inspired writers are full of the 
blesaed theme. To instance a few passages out of 
many : — " The Lord said unto Moses, I wiL make 
all my goodness pass before thee; and I will proclaim 
tfae name of the Lord before thee. And the Lord de- 
scended in the cloud, and proclaimed the name of 
the Lord. The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long-sufiering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for tiiouaands, forgiving 
iniquity, and transgression, and sin." When David 
the kjng, and Zadok the high priest, and his bre- 
thren, the priests, went up with the ark of God, the 

irden of their song was, " O give thanks unto the 
for he is good, for his mercy endureth for 



When the children of Moab, and the children of 
Ammon, and other beside the Amraonites, a great 
mtiltitude, came up against Jerusalem, and Jehosa- 
phat, the king, and all Judah were in terror and dis- 
may 1 then, instructed by Jehailel the prophet, he 
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appointed singers unto the Lord, that should pvsise 
the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the 
army, and to say, Praise the Lord, for His meicy 
endureth for ever. And when they began to sing 
and to praise, the Lord set ambushments against the 
children of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Leir, vhieh 
were come against Judah, and they were amittevu'* 

Even so, whoi our hearts are confirmed iathe 
Gospel, when we pray ever more unto the Lord to 
lead us in His righteousness, shall our spiritual ene^ 
roies be smitten and flee away, when we make the 
sound of His praise to be heard ; ** It is a good thing 
to praise the Lord ; it becometh well the righteous 
to be thankful.*' 

When Solomon, and the priests, and the Levites, 
and the whole nation of Israel dedicated to the Lord 
the glorious temple of Jerusalem, ** It came even to 
pass, as the trumpeters and singers were ^as one, to 
make one sound to be heard in praising and thank- 
ing the Lord ; and when they lifted up their voices 
with the trumpets, and cymbab, and instruments of 
music, and praised the Lord, saying. For He is good ; 
for His mercy endureth for ever ; that then the house 
was filled with a cloud, even the house of the Lord; 
So that the priests could not stand to minister by 
reason of the cloud ; for the glory of the Lord had 
filled the house of God.'* 
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tlius did tlie tiOrd sbo w himself to delight in the song 
'6f Hik mercy ; and to have pleasure in the praises of 
Ae fcreitilresi of ttis hatid. 

--"Wdiild^haVethe glory of the Lord to descend 
tipote lis? Would we know His presence in the 
Bfcritfe bf ont^ hearts, then let us often praise Him 
wiA^JoyfoHips, "For he is good; for his mercy 
^dfii«tK'ter^eV6r.*' 

^^' Ahft' '^although the fig-tree shall not blossom, 
t^Sfflitir'i^U' fftiit be in the vines, the labour of the 
b^e^i^ndl ^il, and the fields shall yield no meat; 
dl6'^<k^k fi^h^l be cut off from the fold, and there shall 
1^ Ikb'iMerd iti the stalls; yet, I will rejoice m the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." Yes, 
Whto'fhe constant appointments of nature shall have 
come to a close. When this earth, with all its varied 
«ceti^ shaH have passed away, God will still be 
" the strength of our hearts," the^ tock of our un- 
fidlilig confidence. Eternal ' thanks and praises be 
unto Hhn, " fbr he is gOod ; for his mercy endureth 
foreter." 
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*' A cimMiless multUmJe ^f ike spiritM of Just men 
made perfect urere omee like yam : they shared 
uritk }fom the ccrmptiam of human nature.*' 

Brediren of eTcry name and nation, immoital spirits 
proceeding from the same Gcd, and redeemed by the 
same Lord, we, the ministers of Jesus Christ, commis- 
sioned by Him to teach all nations under heaven, come 
not with tidings of hopeless condemnation, we come 
from God as ambassadors of reconciliation — ^we come 
with a message of mercy and love. Our heavenly Father 
looks down with pity upon all His ^len children, 
and invites them to return to holiness and happiness : 
hear His words, — ^* Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, that she should not have compassion on the 
son of her womb ? yea, they may forget, yet will J 
not forget thee." 

He bids us, who love Him, to love our brethren 
as ourselves; He gives us His Spirit, making us 
" partakers of the divine nature,'* and filling us with 
a hearty desire that none should remain servants of 
sin, and suffer its miseries, but that all should enjoy 
the present and everlasting happiness, which arises 
from giving heed to the counsel and reproof of God, 



and learning of Hhn the way of salvation. Having 
tasted ourselves that the Lord is gracious, w6 would 
lead all to the fountain of living waters. But w6 
have the treasure of the excellency of this know- 
ledge in earthen vessels : we are men of like pas- 
sions with others ; and although seeking one thing 
only, and striving with all our heart, and mind, 
and soul, and strength, to be pure as He that 
liath called us is pure, and holy as He is holy, 
still we are not yet made perfect. We pray 
you therefore to forgive the sin which you see in us, 
and to look from us to that Lord whom we preach, 
** the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world/' *' God so loved the world, that He 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth m him, should not perish but have ever- 
lasting life. For God sent not his Son ihto the 
world to condemn the world ; but that the world 
through him might be saved.*' 

We, the ministers of Jesus Christ, come not with 
charges against you personally: you are not more 
sinM by nature than we are, now in Paradise. We 
beseech you, for your own sake, and for the sake of 
all near and dear to you, to make one determined 
trial for 3^urselves of that gracious Redeemer, and 
of that Holy Spirit, in whom so many pious and wise 
men, living and dying, have professed their faith, 
and declared thir hope. " I will arise, and go to my 
fatiier; ahd will say unto him, Father, I have 

H 2 
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sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy son ; make me as one of 
thy hired servants. But when he was yet a great 
way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, 
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him." 
** There is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner, that repenteth," 
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Hearty love and continual pursuit of that hc^inesa^ 
without which no man shall see the Lord, is repre- 
sented every where in Scripture ; as one of the 
genuine features in the character of all that aspire 
hereafter to be made perfect, to be made like unto 
God, to dwell with Him, and be happy for ever in 
the fulness of His favour. " But what think ye? 
A certain man had two sons ; and he came to the 
first, and said. Son, go work to-day in my vine- 
yard. He answered and said, I will not ; but after- 
ward he repented and went And he came to the 
second, and said likewise: and he answered and 
said, I go, sir; and went not. Whether of them 
twain did the will of his father ? They say unto him. 
The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto 
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you, that the publicans and harlots go into the king^ 
dom of God before you.'* 

To heat, approve, and remain the same in thought; 
word, deed, and life, is to say, " I go, sir;" to be- 
lieve, to pray, to strive to enter in at the strait gate, 
to hunger and thirst after righteousness, to labour 
for the meat that perisheth not, to take up the cross 
daily, is to work in the vineyard. There never yet 
was a true Christian, who did not mourn over his 
sins, and struggle against the corruption of his na- 
ture, and who could not apply to himself the frequent 
language of the Psalmist, and of the other inspired 
writers, " O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath, 
neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. For thine 
arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me 
sore. There is no soundness in my flesh, because 
of thine anger ; neither is there any rest in my bones, 
because of my sin. For mine iniquities are gone 
over mine head ; as an heavy burden they are too 
heavy for me. I am troubled ; I am bowed down 
greatly; I go mourning all the day long. I am 
feeble, and sore broken ; I have roared by reason of 
the disquietness of my heart. Lord, all my desire is 
before thee, and my groaning is not hid from thee. 
I will declare mine iniquity ; I will be sorry for my 
sin. Forsake me not, O Lord; oh, my God, be 
not far from me. Make haste to help me, O Lord, 
my salvation,'* 

Show me a man who does not know what sins he 
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has to mourn over and strive against, who, so far 
from knowing those sins which most easily beset 
him, is really not aware that he has any sins at all, 
who is satisfied with his spiritnal condition, and is 
at ease in Zion, and I will show you a man dead in 
trespasses and sins, blinded by the deceitfolness of 
sin ; who needs to be coQ?erted, to be changed io 
the spirit of his mind, to be renewed again unto re- 
pentance. There is always much to be done in our 
own hearts. If we would be at peace, we must con- 
stantly be canying on the conflict; if we wquld 
know rest, we must continually labour iv the meat 
which perisheth not. We must bp erer pressing 
forward, we must strive to grow in grace, to go on 
unto perfection, to be daily advancing in faith, in 
humility, in patience, in charity, and in all things 
lovely and of good report. The Christian graces sure 
all in opposition to the natural comiptipQ of th^ 
human heart ; wherefore to grow in holmegs, ia to 
renounce, mortify, crucify, and oyercome the mo- 
tions of sin abiding within us ; and, strai\ge to say, 
strange as it may seem to many, the more tl|fure is 
of this toil, the more there ever is of holy joy s^d 
true comfort. Man was designed to be an active 
being; he was frained ^r employment. The apql 
abhors a calm, and is then most blessed when o(iost 
vigorously exerting all its powers in th^ cont^p^t with 
evil. 



I 



a they heard this, tkey were pricked ii 
their heart." 



That powerful conviction which is sometimes felt 
by the unholy and disobedient, often produces a 
■tiong effect upon their hearts ; their spirit is moved, 
and its faculties of intellect and feeling are both 
aimultaneoualy affected ; the heart partakes of the 
impression received by the mind ; the whole man is 
agitated ; sbame, regret, <tao often short lived,) 
fear, and despair rush across the soul. The man is 
convinced of bid, — he is " pricked in the heart," he 
shrinks within himself, he cannot meet the preacher's 
glance, he fancies every eye to be fixed upon him ; 
the faithfiil blood bears witness to his inward emO' 
tions — his ears tingle, bis eyes are heated, his head 
is oppressed, his breath is quick. 

Reader, did you ever experience such emotions ? 
the Spirit of God then accompanied the preacher's 
voice, and strove with your spirit. How many will 
stand on the left hand in the day of judgment 
through having " grieved the Holy Spirit of God," 
and resisted his working ? Say, are you conscious 
that all has been hitherto in vain ? Are you still the 
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servant of sin ? Are you still estranged from God ^ 
But is there yet a struggle, a faint struggle, as of 
life not quite departed? The eye of God is now 
upon your soul ; we are workers together with 
him. Know, assuredly, that " the long suffering of 
the Lord is salvation :" the spirit within you pants 
for freedom from its chains ; it refuses to take com- 
fort in employments unworthy of its powers; it 
seeks for objects congenial to its nature. Make choice 
then of eternal pursuits, cultivate eternal passions ; 
unfold the hidden strength of your soul ; enlarge its 
capacities ; cherish its perception of joys that will 
never fall ; yield henceforth to the drawing of God ; 
abide in that state wherein you are called, but do all 
things in it to the glory of God, who created you, 
who has redeemed you, and who willeth to sanctify 
you. He will guide you with infinite wisdom, and 
with infinite goodness ; He will support you by His 
almighty power,, giving you grace suffident for you. 
*' He will lift up the light of his countenance upon 
you,'' and bless you now, and through all eternity. 
The people, that do know Him, be strong. He is a 
God of truth ; He keepeth His promises for ever. 
He will be found of all them that seek Him with 
their whole heart. 
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* Ifyoti will look, like the innumerable host of 
the faithfuly unto Jesus ; if you will seek that 
divine energy, which they sought and obtained, 
* you will be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption, into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God: 



» »> 



The communion of saints is a most delightful 
subject of meditation^ and the experience of it is 
full of comfortable hope that our hearts are truly 
touched by divine grace. When we repeat the 
hymns of Heber, of Keble, of Cowper, of Toplady, 
and others ; when we read the pages of Chrysostom 
and Gregory, Hooker and Taylor, of k Kempis, 
Fenelon, and Pascal, of Luther and Melanchthon, of 
Doddridge and Watts, with full concurrence of sen- 
timent, we cannot but feel some hope that God has 
been merciful even to us also. When we see, more- 
over, divine grace prevailing and triumphant in spite 
of Popish or other errors, we are much strength- 
ened in the midst of our infirmities to ** gird up the 
loins of our minds, to be sober, and hope to the end 
for the glory that shall be brought unto us at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ." But when we find the 

H 5 
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words of holy David, of St. Paul, and of St. John 
express our thoughts and feelings, the operation of 
our spirits, what further proof can we need that the 
same Spirit is in us which was in them ? 

" Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits ; who for- 
giveth all thine iniquities ; who healeth all thy dis- 
eases ; who redeemeth thy life from destruction, and 
crowneth thee with loving kindness and tender mer- 
cies ; who satisfieth thy mouth with good things, so 
that thy youth is renewed like the eagles." 

The mercy of God may well seem wonderful in 
our eyes. He hath so fashioned us within, that to 
be peaceful, contented, and always rejoicing in the 
Lord^ and in the strength of our salvation, is the 
very way to be most holy and most U3eful. The 
way to heaven is full of heaven already. O how 
gracious the Lord is to all them that love Him, and 
put their trust in His mercy ! I will evermore praise 
Thee and magnify Thee in this manner, Thpu God 
of my salvation ; " giving thanks unto the Father, 
which hath made u^ meet to be partakers of the in- 
heritance of the saints in light, who hath delivered 
us from the power of darkness, and hath translated 
us into the kingdom of his dear Son, in whom wq 
have redemption through his blood, even the forgive- 
ness of sin, who is the image of the invisible God.** 
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** Many, inferior to none in the gifts of intellect, 
and the extent of their acquirements, have thus 
examined^ and have professed their belief that 
there is a God, the Creator of all things ; that 
the Bible is a revelation from Him ; that man 
is an immortal spirit, and that his state in eter- 
nity is dependent upon his thoughts, words, and 

. €tcHons in time/' 

The three former of these propositions are taken 
aa granted ; of the. last proposition, with some of its 
consequenees, the whole of this sermon with its ac- 
companying notes, is a proof and illustration. 

Many, sincere Christians are perplexed through 
not remembering, firstly, that the law is our school- 
master to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified 
by faith; and, secondly, that growing conformity 
to God^ by increasing progress in the performance 
of His holy, spiritual, and good law, is represented 
every where in Scripture as the only evidence of 
saying faith« 



156 APFBHIMX* 



E E.— Page 93. 

*' A life of lave to God and fmany of heavenly peace 
and holy joy, gives convincing evidence both of 
the sincerity of our endeavours, and of the effi- 
cacy of the principles which we profess.*' 

The surest and safest eyidence of being in a state 
of salvation, is the possession, the cultivation, and 
increase of the Christian graces; for " the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-su£fering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance; against such 
there is no law." These are the things in which 
Jesus Christ set all His disciples that pure and holy 
example; a gradual and increasing conformity to 
which His Spirit will always produce in all who take 
His yoke upon them, and learn of Him. In this 
point, as in many others, the common verdict of 
mankind, which is the testimony of reason, agrees 
precisely with the Word of God. The world never 
will admit any other evidence of that spiritual excel- 
lence, which Christianity engages to produce in all 
its true disciples, than the possession and exhibition 
of the Christian graces. Our use of all the means, 
even our secret and habitual use of the two great 
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means, prayer and searching the Scriptures, may 
deceive us ; but the consenting testimony of others 
to our manifestation of the Christian graces, added 
to our own happy experience of them, is a sure and 
safe evidence of our being " led by the Spirit." 
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** Of present deliverance from every thing sinful, 

loWf and degrading," 

What say the annals of the world ? In every age 
and every country man has sinned against the gleams 
of original tradition, against the conclusions of rea- 
son, against the inward voice of conscience, and 
where revelation has been bestowed, against the 
light of Divine truth* Formed in the image 
and after the likeness of God, he has too often 
degraded hunself even below the level of the 
beasts of the field. Though there have been, and 
are very different degrees of depravity; yet the 
whole race ever has been^ always and every where, 
in a greater or less degree, the doers of what they 
knew and felt to be wrong; each if judged according 
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to his actionB, will of a surety be condemned accord- 
ing to the verdict of the light within him. How fiill 
of mercy has God ever shown Himself to rebellious 
roan ! How full of mercy does He show Himself to 
us, unworthy, ungrateful, persisting sinnan! He 
tries every means to draw us unto Himself. He ex- 
postulates and reasons with us in His Word. He 
convinces our minds. He warns us by His ministers, 
by His providence, by innumerable appeals to our 
feelings of every kind. From time to time he softens 
our hearts by the working of His Spirit : He puts 
within us holy desires and righteous feelings : He 
causes us to feel our sin, and leads us to the hope of 
sinners, the atonement of Jesuii Christ. Thus God^ 
of His good pleasure, again and again, it may be, 
prepares, inclines, and enables the heart to will, 
and the man to act. And if man, God so first dis- 
posing, and afterwards continually helping, if man 
will then turn from every evil way^ will work out his 
own salvation with fear and trembling, and do that, 
which is lawful and right, he ^all save his sQuh 
alive. But if man resists God the Hoiy, Ghost; i( 
he scoffs at and denies the doctrine of Scripture; con- 
cerning Him, and His influence, and opposes the. 
working of His power in himself; while he thus 
continues there is no hope for him* How great 
must be the guilt, how deadly the sin, whicbi can 
overcome the mercy of God! " Wherefore (»ys 
Jesus) all manner of sin and bla9phemy shall' be 



Ijfe^veo uDto men, but the blaspiiemy against 
f&K Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men,'" 
I How long will any apealc evU of those things 
I of God which they know Dot 1 How long will 
V'Wiy deUght in scorning! Against whom ia it that 
pihey thus stiffen their netks, and harden their 
hearts. Even against the Lord of Hosts, who will 
''come with ten thousand of his saints to exe- 
cute judgment upon all, aad to convince all that are 
ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeds, 
I 'irtiich they have ungodly committed ; and of all 
Bieir hard speeches, which ungodly sinners have 
1 against him." Oh, that this evil could be 
t away from as altogether ! I would speak upon 
imon principles of reason. You allow, upon 
' ftvery other subject, that they, whose profession it is, 
and whom you are inchned to suppose have tlio- 
roughly examined, and carefully studied its princi- 
_ pies, are the most likely to be right iu their views 
Hnmd sentiments. Why not judge in the same way re- 
^B^>ecting that which is the most important of all sub- 
^*'Jecls, and assuredly not the least difficult ; namely, 
religion. If you are not inclined to seek God witli 
all your heart, perhaps the prayers of the church in 
your behalf, of your ministers, and of your friends, 
may be heard and answered. Our hearts are warm 
towards you : let me entreat you to speak always 
P'of that religion, which is so dear to us, with respect, 
T not to speak of it at all ; let me beg you never to 
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scoff at any of the doctrines of the Bible, or at the 
language of it. The words of God are certainly the 
best that can be used on the subject of religion; 
and experience has amply shown that they who de- 
part from " the form of sound words," contained 
in Scripture, are very apt to neglect some of its 
doctrines. 



The self-sufficient man sets so high a talue on his 
own judgment, that he can tolerate none who differ 
from him in opinion. In his party he idolizes him-> 
self; others derive such merit as he may allow them 
from their agreement with him : in argument his 
resource is personality; where indisputable facts 
stand in the way, he attribues unworthy motives: 
his habit is detraction : originally of a narrow mind, 
he grows in self-sufficiency : the longer he lives, the 
more contracted are his views. This is one of the 
prevailing sins of human nature. Let all, then, be- 
ware of a disposition so entirely at variance with 
" the wisdom that cometh from above ;" let all care- 
fully mark the leading features of a charact^ so 
dangerous and so sure to grow upon them, that 
they may learn to guard against its first approaches. 




' Moat men will proclaim every one his own g 

Loud professionB, always, closely bordering 
' Ttjmn self- testimony and self- commendation, are more 
particularly unnecessary in the case of a minister of 
the gospel. Preaching is the most searching trial of 
the spirit that can possibly be conceived, and in it 
the real bias of character must unavoidably be dis' 
played. A true love of God and of Jesus Christ, an 
entire dependence upon the preventing and inwork- 
ing grace of the Holy Spirit, a profound reverence 
for the Word of God, a tliorough acquaintance with 
it in all its length and breadth, a perfect devotion of 
sph'it, an entire surrender of the whole mrad and 
heart to the service of God, proved by an anxious 
desire to promote the temporal and eternal happi- 
ness of mankind,-^ these, and all the other distin- 
guishing features " of every scribe which is instructed 
unto the kingdom of heaven," will, wherever tliey 
exist, always be so apparent, both in and out of the 

^ pulpit, as to make formal declarations unnecessary. 
liVben the body is presented "a living sacrifice, 
fcoly, acceptable unto God;" when the whole man 
is a holocaust unto his Maker, which is his reason- 
able service, — the heaven-descended fiie, that glows 
within, will send forth a bright and steady flame, 
giving Ught and warmth to all : and this is the true 
■eal of God to His servants, the testimony of the 
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Holy Spirit to Himself, rendering all other testimony 
worse than useless. *^ Let another man praise thee, 
and not thine own mouth ; a stranger, and not thine 
own lips." Prov. xxvii. 2. " Not he that com- 
mendeth himself, but whom the Lord commendeth, 
is approved." 



A steadfast, lively, and continually exercised ^th 
delivers all, who seek it of God in His appointed 
way, '^from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of Ood." It frees 
them from that '^fear which hath torment;" for be* 
lieving in God, they believe in Jesus also ; seeking 
continually in His name, they continually and in- 
creasingly receive the Spirit of adoption, whereby 
they cry, ** Abba, Father." Yes, beloved brethren, 
partakers of the benefit, having obtained like pre*- 
cious faith, does not the Spirit which is in you bear 
witness to the Spirit which was in St. Paul ? " Be* 
cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of 
his Son into your hearts^ cryi&g^ Abba, Father." 
Would you grow in faith ; would you be " strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might?" Try that 
method which has been recommended and practised 
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by m^ny of his iioliest aad happie^^ servants. Ask 
yourself ff^^uently, many times in the day. Blessed 
Jesuit have I a hope m Uiee? Is thy name precious 
ta me above all things ? Art Thou my joy, and my 
life ? Pq I *' count all things but loss for the exeelr 
lency of the knowledge of Thee V* Is it in my heart 
to cast all away, to fling myself on my face at the 
foot of thy cross, and cry, God be merciful to me, a 
sinner ? Do I desire to *' live no longer the remain- 
ing time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the 
will of God?" Lord, Thou knowest! Yet help Thou 
mine unbelief; strengthen Thou my faith; carry for^ 
Wftrd the blessed work of sanctiflcation in me and in 
all Thy pepple, that while we have the sentence of 
death in ourselves, we may ^^ trust in God, which 
raiseth the dead ; who delivered us from so great a 
death, and doth deliver ; in whom we trust that he 
will yet deliver us/' 



** Aloses was learned (ciroi^ev-^ii, wa9 educated* 
instructed, trained up £rQ9^ a child) in sdl the wis^ 
doiii of the Egyptiaps./' St Paul *^ was brought 
up at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according tp 
the perfect u^anner of th^, l^w of the fathers/' Novf 
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these were the two greatest xnen^ the one under tbe 
Mosaic, the other under the Christian dispensation ; 
and were the writers of the largest portions of the 
Old and New Testaments. They were prepared, un- 
der divine Providence, to be chief pillars in the tem- 
ple of Truth, by the careful cultivation^ the vigorous 
exercise, and the consequent full expansion of their 
native powers of intellect. They were then made 
truly wise in divine things by Grod Himself, and en- 
dowed with such measures of knowledge as He saw 
to be expedient and seasonable. The volume of in- 
spiration was, however, finally completed by St. 
John : and God has since manifested Himself to all 
His children by His Spirit, and by His writimi 
Word, according to the various ways therein pointed 
out and exemplified. 

The Bible is, indeed^ admitted by all to be the 
eternal test of truth ; but the slightest inspection, 
and the vast number of differing interpretations, 
plainly prove it to be the most difficult of all books. 
Now, no man ever yet attained any acquaintance 
with Scripture, or acquired any intbrmation con- 
cerning it, except by the use of means. God does not 
work miracles to instruct the ignorant, however sin- 
cere they may be. Surely, then, the best human 
helps towards the understanding of Scripture may 
be expected from such men as we evidently see to 
have been endowed by God with good or with great 
faculties, and to have made diligent use of them ; 
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itten of competent learning, of extensive research, of 
profound reflection, of sound judgment, of much ex- 
perience, of manifest candour, of true humility of 
mind ; whose writings breathe the spirit of the pure, 
peaceable, gentle, tractable, (cvrci^iyc,) merciful, 
beneficent, impartial, and undissembling "wisdom 
that is from above." But each man is free to choose 
in this as in other respects. There is no lack of 
guides of every kind. ** Seest thou a man wise in 
his own conceit ? there is more hope of a fool than 
of him." " Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and 
not I ; yea, thine own lips testify against thee. Art 
thou the first man that was born ; or wast thou made 
before the hills ? Hast thou heard the secret of God, 
and dost thou restrain wisdom to thyself? What 
knowest thou, that we know not? What under- 
standest thou, that is not in us? With us are both 
the gray headed and very aged men, much elder 
than thy father." " O the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! How un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past find- 
ing out ! For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord; or who hath been his counsellor?" "Thus 
saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and 
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls." 
" The knowledge of wisdom shall be sweet unto thy 
aoul ; when thou hast found it, then there shall be a 
reward, and thine expectation shall not be cut off." 
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The Scriptures every where teacli that sanctifica- 
tion and election are invariably united. Now, to be 
sanctified, is to be made holy ; to be elected, is to be 
chosen: and so long as the union of the two is 
always maintained to be strictly indispensable, it is 
but an idle dispute to contend about which shall be 
placed first. The choice of a nation or nations to. 
be visited with the light of divine revelation, and the 
election of individuals to be sanctified, are facts per- 
fectly within our cognizance ; but predestination and 
man*s choice of good and evil involve such a know- 
ledge of the counsels of God, which embrace the 
universe of creation, and such a dissection of the 
spirit as are impossible. '* The secret things belong 
unto the Lord our God." There are mysteries re- 
maining which will not be revealed until the day 
when the race of man shall cease; when '^ wisdom 
shall be justified of all her children,'' and earth shall 
pass away as a leaf that falls in the forest. 



** I protest by your rejoicing, which I have in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily." Such ought to 
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be the endeavour of a Christian , never to let a day 
pass without laying himself, in idea, upon the bed 
of death : for this it is to sit loose to the world, to 
have the' feelings of a sojourner in a foreign land, 
who will gladly welcome the message for hid return 
to his father's boude. A daily and lively anticipa- 
tion of death will give us the victory over earthly 
things, wfll enable us truly to overcome the world 
within as well as without, will calm the fever of our 
busy passions, and at length produce in us a settled 
composure of spirit. ''Blessed are those servants 
whom the Lord when he cometh shall find watch- 
mg. 



It is astonishing what a strong tendency a hal»t 
of thinking and speaking of the errors of others has 
to make men bhnd to their own. Perhaps one cause 
of this is, that when men speak of sin in the abstract, 
when they point out some evil thing springing from 
the corruption of human nature, they are not so 
likely to forget, they are even apt to be reminded 
of their own share in it ; on the other hand, when 
they speak of the errors of individuals, the very 
clearness with which they see, and strength with 
which they expose them, is apt insensibly to pro- 
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(luce an idea of tlieir own security from the proba- 
bility, or even possibility, of the very same or itill 
greater errors. " Am I a dog, that 1 should do such 
things ?" Thou art a fallen spirit, in the same con- 
demnation with those whom thou deli^htest to jndg^i 
and art probably guilty, unwittingly, of the verj 
same, or of still greater 

"Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle T who 
shall dwell in thy holy hill ? He that walketli l 
rightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh 
the truth in his heart; he that backbiteth not wiili 
his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbou: 
taketh up a reproach against his neighbour." 

Men judge others less severely precisely in pro- 
portion as they actjuire a deeper and more abtdir^ 
sense of their own corruption and their own imper- 
fect sanctificatio: 

It is an admirable rule, whenever we think of any 
living individuals to pray for them ; if alone, orallfi 
We should beware of cherishing any objects of di^ 
like, for the spirit of hatred is one of the characteris- 
tic traits in the description of our fallen nature, 
" hateful, and hating one another." 

Brother sinner, know thyself; acknowledge tl 
yon find yourself very quick-sighted in discovering 
the errors and imperfections of others : own that it 
is not easy to love all mankind, and to entirely ex-' 
tingnish all motions of inward bitterness, Happlff 
they whose only resentment is against the remainddp 
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of sin in themselves; and who, if not insensible to 
the trespasses of their brethren, are disposed promptly 
to forgiTe, and speedily to forget them. Friend, is 
it your desire to acquire such a spirit, and your daily 
endeavour to grow in it ? It will be to you one of 
the best evidences of regeneration, for it breathes the 
temper of heaven ; it will sanctify all your ways ; it 
will bless your heart and you» home. 



The two chief counteractions opposed by Divine 
wisdom and goodness to the absorbing attraction of 
things temporal and seen are, the uncertainty of life, 
and the sabbath day. Let Christians gladly yield 
to their purifying influence, and strive to co-operate 
with the impressions arising from them. 



The self-tormenting power of imagination is very 
great. We cannot read the hearts of others ; and to 
torment ourselves with imagming what they may 
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think or say of as, is as fix>lisb i|&it is ^^, , ',' llie 
fear of man briugeth a snare." '^ As tl^e ^ing^jpot 
for silver, and the furnace forgoM* so is a ip^,to 
bis praise/' 

We are all apt, in fact, to giv^ ours^yes ^ im- 
aginary consequence, far beyond what fq really pps« 
sess. Men are too much occupied, each wit|i tb.^ir 
own affairs, pleasures, &c., to give us One hjUf j^e 
attention we may suppose, whether for praise or 
blame, as agreeing with us, or differing from us. 
Seek peace, and ensure it ; commune with thine own 
heart, and be still ; be thou in the fear of God all 
the day long, and regard not the voice of man. 



It is easy to dislike error : but tell me, do you love 
truth? And do you love truth, as truth ought to be 
loved, with all your heart, with all your mind, vniii all 
your soul, and with all your strength — with a love that 
cannot be quenched by many waters; which carries 
you unmoved through good report and through evil re- 
port, whilst her pure light still leads you onward with 
a love stronger than death ? Po you " search for her 
as for hid treasures ?" Bdieve me, she lays not on 
the surface ; you must explore the depths of the 



tord of God, and you must seek her there for your- 
TJtlf. Do yon think that you liave already attained ' 
Then you have been learning of man, soon exhausted 
because no other than thyself. Begin again at the 
beginning : go to the school of Jeiius, as a lillle 
child, and He will teach you a better lesiion ; He 
will give you a different aj>irit. Blessed are they 
who have never left His feet, or whom the longest 
life and most pains-taking efforts have ended by 
conducting there. 



k 



It la a truth universally admitted, that there is no 
one doctrine generally necessary to salvation, that 
is not both distinctly expressed somewhere in Scrip- 
ture, and also satisfactorily explained therein. 
, The main object of St. Paul in his epistle to thr 
Calatiaos, as also in that to the Romans, is the 
establisbtnent of that strong rock and foundation 
(ai the homily has it) of the Christian religion, tlit 
doctrine of justification by faith. Accordingly, he 
expresses this in the plainest manner, " a ^an ia 
justified by faith without the deeds of tlie law." 

Now, if an inspired writer, in speaking on matters 
of the utmost moment, makes use several times of 

i I_2 ._ 
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the same word, can there be any poanble metliod 
imagined of arriving at its meaning more certainly 
and conclnsiYely than by a comparifon of such pas- 
sages ? Moreover, we shall thus be fbUowtng, with 
reference to his writings, the example that he him- 
self sets us in the first chapter of his epistle to the 
Hebrews ; for he there collects several passages from 
the book of Psalms, and draws an inference from a 
comparison between them. Compare, then, the three 
following passages : ^* In Jesus Christ neither circum- 
cision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but 
faith, which worketh by love." " In Christ Jesos 
neither circumcbion availeth any thing, nor uncir- 
cumcision, but a new creature.'* ^* Circumcision is 
nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the 
keeping the commandments of God.*' What is the 
conclusion ? Faith is an active principle ; it work- 
eth by love ; a h(^y principle, it produces the new 
creature ; an obedient principle, it keeps the eom- 
mandments of Ood. 



It is {he nature of passion to be blind to its own 
excesses. The religious enthusiast becomes insen- 
sible to his gradual deviations from sober-asinded- 




BS, and &om Scripturft) truth. He is to be borne 
wiUi ID love, and to be pitied, even while his errors 
are exposed by those possessed of " the spirit of 
power, of love, and of a sound mind," bestowed 
upon them in answer to their earnest and continued 
prayers, to the prayers of their friends, and if minis- 
ters, to the prayers of their coagregation, asked for 
in all sincerity, and therefore assuredly granted by 
some to whom the request from tlieir heart was made. 
We are not to make a religion for ourselves out ol' 
, (the opinions of any erring mortals taken as our 
fuidea, God has taught us in His lioly Word what 
n acceptable to Him ; and if we strive entirely to 
J from man, from our own weak and fleshly 
bind, from our prejudices of education, habit, natu- 
f«al temperament, &c., and surrender ourselves with 
full purpose of heart unto God, He will guide us by 
His Word and His Spirit in that narrow patli, in 
which Jesus Christ walked as our example; and 
which is as far removed from will-worship, voluntary 
humility, and Pharisaism on tlie one hand, as it is 
from worldly-mindedness, spiritual sloth, and Sad- 
duceiam on the other. 

At all times, indeed, but especially when party 

h teeling rises high, and men's passions are strongly 

ixcited, they, "whose moderation is known unto 

' must expect to be misunderstood by 

Lmany, and to be charged by the violent on each 

blide with holding the opinions opposite to their 
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own. Truth condemns every error^ smd it i^ torn 
condemned by error. 



Such if num's (NPopensity to evil, that usually, and 
for tome time, at any rate. Christians themaelye? oiiLy 
pass from an approach to one sinful state. <of spirit, 
that of feaifulness and despair, to another,, that; ^ 
security and presumption. The Christian life, in this 
respect as in all others, is a state of trial an4 pf di^, 
cipline* But it is declared, '* Thou wilt keep, him in 
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee, because 
he trusteth in. thee ;" and that " there is a rest which 
remaineth unto the people of God." Let us, ibemr 
fore, press forward continually, and labour to enter 
into that rest; yea, more and more fully; for 90 
shall we enjoy enlarging measures of that. peace 
which passeth all understanding; so shaU we he 
epistles known and read of all; so shall the Ught, pf 
God's truth shine forth brightly i^ us, to the convic- 
tion and conyer»on of ij^my. ., 

for a heart to love, a mind to set ^rth* a 
spirit to serve, and a tongue to pruae Ilim who 
doeth such excellent things for sinful men! 

But life will soon be ended; and thenoefprw^. 




They who cultivale the surface of the spirit will 
rely see far into its depths. Words and opinions 
are superficial, national, and epbemerai ; ideas and 
principles are profound, unirersal, and eternal. There 
is an extreme inattention to modes of expression, 
and the sentiments of individuals, wliich is very un- 
favourable to the discernment of the impreSB'Oiis ijf 
tlie soul, and its assent to truth. It is often lono; 
before the most sincere can entirely throw ofl'ail re- 
collection of — what do such and such persons think, 
(whether supposed to agree or differ,) and what will 
they say of me? The dictates of the inward wisdom, 
that comelh secretly in the fear of God, of the still 
small voice, which apeakcth to those tliat are allured 
into the wilderness, are too often nmrred in their 
utterance by regard to man. " With nie (says St. 
Paul) it is a very small thing that I should be 
judged of you, or of man's judgment; for I am con- 
scious to myself of nothing; (of no allowed sin ;) yel 
i am not hereby justitied, but he that judgeth me is 
Ae Lord." 
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*^ My kingdom (says Jesiia) is not of this worki;'' 
therefore, argue some, it is not kwfnl for a C^uris- 
tian nation to establish any standard of its faidi^ or 
to make any public )m)yision £ar the nudntenance 
of the ministers of religion. How strange that any 
should so triumphantly draw such a conclusion! 
How great is the influence of the passions upon the 
judgment, when men can thus succeed in deceiving 
themselves, as well as others! 



The manner of the inspired writers, throughout the 
whole of Scripture, as also that of Christ and His 
apostles, in their preaching, is by no means to dwell 
always upon the same topics. Doctrines exdusively 
Christian und spiritual are intermixed with practical 
precepts and moral directions ; and our interest is 
excited and retained by a sometimes hidden^ but 
still to an attentive mind sufficiently obviousy chain 
of the most forcible reasoning, by frequent appeals 
to nature, to providence, and to history^ and by the 
exhibition of feelings acknowledged as £Eaniliar by 
the heart of man. To strive as closely t» possible to 
copy that method, is practically to acknowledge the 
supreme wisdom of Him who inspired the Bible; is> 



iu very truth, to follow the example of ChrUt and 

- His ap<Mt]es; to adopt any other, js to prefer our 

own opinions, or those of other men, to the model 



t before us by Almighty God. 



ings wbicli belong 



^e moat not only know the things which belong 
unto our peace, but we must feel them also : thus 
St, Paul BBJtL, "With the heart man believetli unto 
righteousness." Christianity lays not in mere know- 
ledge, in soundness of faith, purity of doctrine, and 
correctness of expression ; much less in outward 
» forms, and tlie service of the lip ; it ia a matter of 
t- internal and individual experience. True religion 
kjias its seat in the heart; it is there it lives and 

• ■"breathes: it lives by the Word of God, it breathes 
► in prayer. By His written Word we learn, so far as 

• is expedient for us in our present state, the nature 
' and the will of God ; by prayer we hold intercourse 

• with Him, When thus rendered, by His Word and 
■■-by prayer, in some measure sensible of His infinite 
t holiness and perfect purity, of the inviolable sanc- 
I tily and everlasting authority of His righteous laws, 

of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and of the corrup- 
tion of our nature; it is then, when we feel ourselves as 
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guilty sinneny on the brink of eternity, irotn which 
we are separated only by the uncertain tenure of our 
breath; it is then that our proud and rebellious 
spirits become truly humble and contrite, that w^ 
feel our need of a Saviour, and that the hope of sal- 
vation through Christ becomes the first and leading 
object of our hearts. It is the power of the Holy 
Ghost alone that can thus enlighten the eyes of the 
understanding, it is the baptism of His fire alone 
that can thus quicken the soul. This precious gift^ 
on which eternity depends, is to be sought, and can 
be increased, only by diligent use of the means we 
are taught by our Master, Jesus, to use, and to which 
He has promised His blessing. 



**A11 the Athenians, and strangers which were 
thei^, spent their time in nothing else but either to 
tell or to hear some new thing." The consequence 
was, that they were almost universally inattentive to 
the preaching of St. Paul. The nature of man, and 
the result of similar habits, are still the same. There 
is nothing that so' much indisposes the ntind ibr 
composed attention to what is old, as the being per^ 
petually occupied vrith tielling and hearing what 
is new. 



" He that taketli not his cross, aod foUoweth after 
me, is not wortliy of me." "Then sajdjesus to 
his disciples. If any man will come after rae, let him 
deny liimself, and take up his cross, and follow me." 
"And he said to them all. If any maa will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow nie." " Whosoever dotli not bear 
bis cross, and come after me, cannot be my disci- 
ple." "Then Jesus Ewliolding him, loved him; and 
said unto him. One tiling thou lackest : go thy way ; 
sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to tjie poor, and 
thou shait have treasure in heaven ; and come, take 
up thy cross, and follow me." " If thy right eye 
ofiend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee; for 
L is profitable for tliee that one of thy members 
mid perish, and not that thy whole body should be 
ell. And if thy right hand offend thee, 
nt it otf, and cast it from thee ; for it is profitable 
r thee that one of thy members should perish, and 
nt that thy whole body should be cast into hell." 
f This is another of the elementary doctrines of 
^ the wisdom that cometh from above," hard to 
, apt to be forgotten, and therefore often re- 
Bated by our Divine Teacher. Let us pray then 
more to our loving and patient Master, to give 
> His Spirit, " to teach us all things, and to bring 
all things to our remembrance, whatsoever he says 



L 
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unto US." W)ien once we have ef&ctualty learned 
to ncogaize the hand of our God upon ua for owF 
good, iu every event of life, we shall make continu^ 
advances towanls " the measure of the stature o 
the fulness of Citrist." Id the season of happines 
we sliall hiess the Lord, " who hath pleasure in thi 
prosperity of bis servants;" m the hour of mourn 
i}ig we shall remember, that " whom iJie Lord lovetl 
he chasteneth, and scourgetli every son whom hi 
receiveth." Tiie tears of natural sorrow will be llie 
seeds of spiritual joy; for the consolations of God 
are not small to such as truly love Him ; and He 
who smites His children, will pour in llie balms of 
heaven, yea, so that we may sometimes be a h 
to ourselves. Great afflictions will be the occasion* 
of great improvement ; for the heavier the cross may 
be, the greater streuglli will be afforded, that i 
may be able to bear it. We shall welcome every 
opportunity of subduing our perverse will to the 
wise and gracious will of God- We shall " run with: 
patience theracetliatisset before us;" and even leant 
to bear with meekness the cross of our wishes, ifi 
things spiritual as well as temporal — the blindness 
and insensibility of Sadducees, the misconstruction 
and harsh judgment of Pharisees, " considering him 
who endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself." TJie lesser triale of our temper and feel- 
ings, in the daily and hourly occurrences of life, 
will give us more frequent means of Chdstia: 
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)lirie, until we at last are taught " to overcome 
r love" ouTselves, the world, and the devil. The 
Niy of the cross is the sure way to heaven, into 
phich, if God has in mercy guided our feet, we may 
i;ell be thankful, for there shall be an accomplisli- 
Kment of the things promised to them that cheer- 
Eully follow Jesus in the royal path to glory. Be- 
jving faithfully, loving heartily, fearing constantly, 
md waiting' patiently, we shall not be unhappy 
bilst on earth, and we shall regard death as the 
passage into a new state of existence, in which un- 
spotted purity, " love that never faileth," increasing 
knowledge, and growing confonnity to the inex- 
haustible perfections of God, will be the eternal 
source of the fulneas of satisfying joya. Let the sons 
of God rejoice in Him that made them ; let the re- 
deemed of the Lord look up, for thuir deliverance 
ilraweth nigh. He has ascended up on high; He 
has led captivity captive ; He has triumphed over 
sin, over Satan, and the grave; He has received 
gilts for men, yea, for the rebellious also, that the 
Lord God may dwell among them. Why art thou 
cast down, brother! and why is thy aoul disquieted 
within thee ? The crown and the palm are ready 
for those that endure to the end — yet a little while, 
and they are thine. 



IM. 



MsBf ■■llifii^lity God. bie9% fiir Kft ■■■e*s s&ke, 
dnit ^riuciL oi tme in. tfane piHpes; ^"7 ^^ fijigive, 
inr Seam Qmifcfs sitBv tfiat iriddk m cnoneoos; 
■0 Bt bif lA iD0t b^r Hb S^^irft^ «m1 I7 His 
WoehL,, tD tile kflDipiuicc ami fivpe oT Itatik : snd to 
Gdd the FttiME, G<m( tie Sn^ and God Ae Holy 
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